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Retired Palmer High School athletic director 
and coach Peter Farr reflects on career 








Athletic Direcotors, past and present, Matt 
Marciniec stops to congratulate Peter Farr on 
his retirement. 


HOLLAND 


New 
members 
elected to 


Selectmen, 
Town Clerk 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HOLLAND -— Holland’s Annu- 
al Town Election on June 30" saw 
new members elected to the Board 
of Selectmen, Town Clerk, Planning 
Board and Elementary School Com- 
mittee. 

Clelland Johnson won a con- 
tested race for a three-year term on 
the Board of Selectmen against can- 
didate Anne Hall-Brady. Incumbent 
Lawrence Mandell was elected to a 
one-year term as Selectmen against 
candidate Kevin Palmer, according 
to official results from acting town 
clerk Lynn Greene. 

The new Town Clerk will be 
Jennifer Mott, who was elected to 
a 2-year term over candidate James 
Whalen. Mott’s first day as Town 
Clerk was July 1*, according to the 
town’s website. Greene’s last day 
will be July 9". 
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paring to begin the next. 


back to his childhood. 


SCHOOLS 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — During his time at Palmer 
High School, Peter Farr wore many hats in the 
athletic department, which has included serv- 
ing at various times as athletic director, foot- 
ball coach, baseball coach, and student teacher. 
Now, after many years of work, Farr has offi- 
cially closed this chapter of his life and is pre- 


The reason Farr chose to pursue a career in 
athletics was because of his interest in it, dating 
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Staff photos by Deanna Sloat 





Peter Farr stands with former students who were a part of a celebratory parade in his honor on 
the last day of school, June 10. (I to r) are Olivia Sloat, Pete Farr, Tori Edwards and Marissa Dinelle. 


models were coaches, teachers, and athletic 
directors, so it’s something I thought I would 
enjoy doing.” 

To Farr, each role he took on was differ- 
ent, and provided him a different kind of expe- 
rience. “Coaching was almost kind of a release 
after school, you get a chance to interact with 
the kids in a different way,’ said Farr. As for 
working as an Athletic Director, Farr said he 
enjoyed having the opportunity to directly im- 


pact the school’s athletic program and provide 


opportunities to the students. 
Farr’s experience includes serving as the 


school’s athletic director for 14 years and the 


‘When I was younger, I enjoyed athletics,” 
said Farr. “As a young kid, many of my role 
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Palmer High School plans for Class 
of 2020 graduation July 12" 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER - In recent months, 
staff and faculty of Palmer High 
School (PHS) have planned sev- 
eral events and ways for seniors to 
stay connected, in an effort to try 
and make up for missing pivotal 
moments of their senior year be- 
cause of COVID-19. 

Fortunately, the school will 
be able to hold an official gradu- 
ation, scheduled for Sunday, July 
2P. 

PHS Principal Susan North 
said that they always wanted 
graduation to happen for the stu- 
dents, since they have worked 
hard to earn their diploma, and 
“to celebrate with a graduation 
ceremony.” 

“We are excited and can’t 
wait,’ said North. 

In June, North, along with 
superintendent Patricia Gardner, 
town manager Ryan McNutt, the 
Board of Health, senior advisor 
Paula Chapin, transportation co- 
ordinator Drew Damien, director 
of facilities Steve Muniec and 
Fred Gerber, and finance director 
Amanda Babinski all collaborat- 
ed and developed a plan that was 
approved by the commissioner of 
education Jeffrey C. Riley. 

By June 16", information 
on the graduation was sent out to 
families. 


On July 12", the graduation 
will be taking place on campus 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. To ensure 
the safety of the students, precau- 
tions will be taken, such as re- 
quiring all guests to wear a mask 
while on campus. Along with 
social distancing, all guests must 
follow marked pathways and ar- 
eas and abide by the event staff di- 
rections. Seating areas, graduates, 
speakers, and families will be six 
feet apart. 

On campus, hand sanitiz- 
er stations will be available, and 
healthcare staff with a medical 
tent and ambulance will be on site 
to provide any necessary medical 
assistance. Four Palmer police of- 
ficers will conduct traffic control. 





Each graduate has received 
six tickets for their families and 
are permitted two cars on campus 
that will display their car entrance 
sign upon entering the graduation 
area. Graduates are required to 
be dropped off at the entrance to 
the senior parking lot, follow the 
walkway from the senior lot to 
the meeting area, and will stand 
by a table that displays a diploma, 
so they can have an individual 
formal graduation photo. After- 
wards, students will have their 
temperatures checked, then pro- 
ceed to the auditorium, which is 
expected to only have 90 people 
present. 
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Monson Summerfest 
opts for virtual fireworks 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — The Monson 
Summerfest Inc. Monson had to put 
the annual in-person event on hold 
this year. 

Despite the cancelation, it was 
immediately decided that a firework 
show would still take place, even if 
no one could be present, which was 
successfully carried out on M-Pact 
TV Channel 15, on Saturday, June 
26" at 8:00 p.m., with reruns of past 
shows broadcast on the 4" of July. 

Valerie Bogacz-Beaudoin, 
chairman of the Fireworks Show 
Committee and secretary of Mon- 
son Summerfest Inc. said making 
this initiative was important. 

“We’ve been doing the fire- 
works forever in the Town of Mon- 


MONSON 


son, and we didn’t want to let the 
people down,” said Bogacz-Beau- 
doin. “We basically just tried think 
outside the box and see what else 
could we do.” 

A few ways that Bogacz-Beau- 
doin said the committee spread 
awareness about the event was 
through Facebook, the Summerfest 
website, through the Monson Town 
website, and other platforms. 

Bogacz-Beaudoin said _ after 
the decision was made to provide a 
show for the residents, she worked 
with Atlas Pyrovision Productions, 
who oversaw presenting the virtual 
fireworks show and providing a link 
for the public to view. This way, 
as Bogacz-Beaudoin said, “people 
were able to enjoy a show from the 
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Cultural Picnic 
scheduled for August 8 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - For the fourth year 
in a row, the chance to check out lo- 
cal vendors, performers, and meet 
people of different backgrounds 
is coming to Veteran’s Field. This 
year, the Monson Cultural Picnic 
is scheduled for August 8th from | 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Organizer Karina Dise, found- 
er and executive director of Afri(K) 
que, said this annual event began 
based on the idea of having people 
of all different cultures get together 
and enjoy an afternoon with friends 
and families. 

“We don’t charge the public to 
attend this event at all” said Dise. 
“Our goal is just to bring the people 
together.” 

She said that aside from the 
cookout, there will be multiple local 
vendors and performers. Performers 


include The Wards, singer Carmen 
Callender from the band Criiimson, 
Maggie the Clown, DJ Serge, and 
more, providing guests different 
kinds of music, dancing and games 
throughout the picnic. 

As for vendors, Starry Hill 
Farm, Windy Crow Farm, Milan’s 
Closet, Alterations by Elizabeth, 
Odd Ed’s Odds-N-Ends, Hands of 
Intuition, and Afri(K)Que will be in 
attendance. 

Dise said that Monson Sav- 
ings Bank, Mass Cultural Council, 
Grace Makepeace Trust for Historic 
Preservation, Big Y in Palmer, and 
Friendly’s corporate office are to 
thank for serving as sponsors since 
the creation of the annual event. 

Although the state has been 
reopening through several phases, 
Dise said she acknowledges that the 
threat of COVID-19 is still preva- 
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Courtesy Photo 
The 4th Annual Monson Cultural Picnic, is scheduled for August 8th, from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 





PALMER 


Town Council approves 
$37.8 million town budget 


The budget reflects a 1% 
reduction in spending 
from FY 2020 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


PALMER -— In its last meet- 
ing of fiscal year 2020, the Palmer 
Town Council approved a budget 
totaling $37,809,902 for FY 2021, 
which began on July 1“. 

At the council’s June 30" meet- 
ing, the council closed the public 
hearing on the town’s FY 20201 
budget that was continued from 
June 23". There were no questions 
from the public at either meeting. 

Council president Barbara 


Barry said they may need to make 
changes to the budget as corona- 
virus-related spending continues 
through the year. 

“There’s a very good possibil- 
ity we'll have to revisit this budget 
probably in the fall or early winter 
when more information 1s known,’ 
Barry said. 

Included in the FY 2021 bud- 
get was $16,480,010 allocated for 
Palmer public schools, $1,686,671 
for Pathfinder Regional, and 
$10,000 for the OPEB trust fund. 

It was also the last meeting for 
District 1 councilor Michelle Sikes, 
whose term expired at the end of 
June. In closing, she thanked every- 
one on the council and wished them 
good luck. 
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Marcil’s Clock Shop reopens in Monson 


MONSON — For over 36 
years, Marcil’s Clock Shop own- 
er Marcil Levesque operated his 
store in Springfield on Page Bou- 
levard. Being a Monson resident 
for over 28 years, Levesque said 
he decided that it would be best 
to relocate his store to support the 
town he lives in. 

Although his shop has been 
in Monson since February, the 
same month he closed his shop in 
Springfield, he had to temporarily 
close shop in March, but is now 
back in business as the state con- 
tinues to open. 

“It was a long time before 
I could open the door,’ said 
Levesque. “That was bad timing.” 

Services that the Clock Shop 
provides includes sales and re- 
pairing of clocks. Levesque said 
his interest in working on clocks 
began at age 14, when he worked 





Another lesson Levesque 
said Hanson taught him was how 
to treat people, to figure out their 
needs, and to make sure they 
don’t leave the store without sat- 
isfaction. 

Regarding the clock repair- 
ing business, Levesque believes 
it’s essential in every community, 
due to its ability to “bring people 
from all over.” 

“There’s not many of us 
around,” said Levesque. “Peo- 
ple travel to have my services, 
or anybody else’s service (in the 
clock repairing business).” 

As for the most rewarding 
factor in owning his own shop, 
Levesque said the people are the 
number one factor. 

“TI love people, and I hope 
people love me,’ said Levesque. 

Another factor that Levesque 
said he has come to admire during 


The office Marcil? S Clock Shop owner Marcil Levesque : operates In. 


with his uncle, Ervin Hanson, 
who used to own Hanson’s Jewel- 
er in Indian Orchard. Because of 
his skill in watchmaking, his un- 
cle taught him the business of be- 
ing able to repair items. Levesque 
also said he credits Hanson in 
motivating him to start his own, 
business, due to his repairing 
skills. 


his many years in business is a 
challenge. “People come in, and 
say, it can’t be done, and I do it,” 
said Levesque. “That’s rewarding 
enough.” 

Despite the transition from 
Springfield to Monson, Levesque 
said that traffic has not slowed 
down for him, and even recalls 
recently going to open shop, and 





Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 


Marcil’s Clock Shop, located in 178 Main St., Monson. 





An inside view w of some of the items present in Marcil’s Clock Shop. 


having some customers already 
waiting for his arrival. He said 
the quality of his work 1s what he 
believes has kept his faithful cus- 
tomers continuing to request his 
Services. 

“The thing is, when I did 
repairs in Springfield, I tried to 
the best I can,’ said Levesque. 
“When they bring the clocks in, 
they’re not working, when they 


leave, they’re working, and they 
like that.” Also, since COVID-19 
is still considered a_ threat, 
Levesque said he has the proper 
cleaning items to keep the store 
and its products clean. 

For store hours, and to learn 
more about the services provided 
at Marcil’s Clock Shop, located at 
178 Main St., call 413-739-1269. 





Grace Makepeace Trust grants 
funding to Monson organizations 


Preliminary FY 


MONSON — The Grace Make- 
peace Trust for Historic Preservation 
met recently. In addition to grants to 
historically important institutions in 
the Town of Monson, the Trust grant- 
ed money to support organizations that 
provide support to citizens of the town. 
These were: 

Monson Council on Ageing Meals 
on Wheels 

Monson Open Pantry 

Monson Fuel Assistance 

The trustees voted on the follow- 
ing additional grants: 

Afri(K)que Limited - 
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Top Floor 
LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor 


ri 
Palmer, MA 01069 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 






Monson Historical Society 
Monson Historical Commission 
First Church of Monson 

Monson High School Library 

Monson Free Library 

A new member was formally wel- 
comed to the Trustees: Alan Morin to 
replace the former member who is de- 
ceased. 

It was also decided to not solicit 
requests or to meet again until May, 
2021. 

For further information, feel free 
to contact shepemy @ yahoo.com 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


unique Is its 
personalized instruction. 





classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


Let TFL's method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 

e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 








VOLUNTEER 
- TUTORS 
, NEEDED! 
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TOP FLOOR 
LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 


This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
we continue to receive requests for this service. 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 


e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 





re “like” us on 


facebook 


£ 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 
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» Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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20201 tax bills 
mailed in Monson 


MONSON - Fiscal Year 2021 preliminary real es- 
tate and personal property tax bills have been mailed 
from the office of Monson Town Collector Dorothy Jen- 
kins. 

Included in the billing are both the 1* Quarter Tax 
Bill Payment, due on Monday August 3, 2020 and the 
2nd Quarter Tax Bill Payment due on Monday, Novem- 
ber 2, 2020. 

Payments received after the respective due dates 
will be charged interest at a rate of 14%, as required by 
Massachusetts General Laws on Taxation. 

Payments can be made online, using debit or credit 
cards, or by going to the Town of Monson’s website at 
www.monson-ma.gov. Payments can also be made by 
mail using the return addressed envelope, accompany- 
ing every bill. 

For the convenience of all taxpayers there is a pay- 
ment drop-off box located at the Town Office Building, 
110 Main Street, to the right of the front door for check 
payments. This is available 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

Questions on Preliminary Tax Bills should be di- 
rected to the office of the Monson Board of Assessors at 
413-267-4100, Ext. 7. Questions on payments or pay- 
ment arrangements can be directed to the Town Collec- 
tor’s office at 413-267-4100, Ext 6. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
elinscott@turley.com or call the office at 413-283- 
8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 





MAC sponsors online 
gallery: ART in Your Garden 


Competition includes prizes 


MONSON —- Monson Arts Council 
is sponsoring an Online Gallery focus- 
ing on ART in Your Garden. 

Anyone who takes pleasure in the 
decorative elements of a garden is invit- 
ed to participate in the event and may 
enter at MonsonArtsCouncil.org now 
through July 31 to be eligible for one 
of three cash prizes, or one of several 
“Green Ribbon Special Awards.” 

All entries will be exhibited online 
very shortly after entry form is submit- 
ted. Prize winners will be announced 
in early August, following evaluation 
by judge William Dominick of Mon- 
son. First prize will be $100, 2nd prize 
is $50, and third prize is $25. Special 
recognition will be offered for Farthest 
Away, Most Beautiful, Most Original, 
and Funniest entries. The Digital Gal- 
lery will be Open through September 
15, 2020. 

The arts organization is taking a 
lighthearted approach to this exhibit and 
describes it as follows: “Original art, as 
well as artistic arrangements of objects 


found, bought, ‘acquired’ or made, con- 
stitutes ART for this special gallery.” 

“You created it, from any 1magin- 
able material, to express any sentiment 
in your heart! It can be shocking or fun- 
ny, cute or ugly. It can be old or new, big 
or small. “If It’s in your yard, on your 
patio, perched on a fence around your 
garden, It’s Art in Your Garden! (And if 
you don’t have a garden, something on 
your balcony or windowsill works.) 

Entry includes up to two pieces for 
a $15 entry fee. Anyone wishing to enter 
three or four pieces, may enter twice. 

Although the sponsor is a Monson 
organization, entrants can be from any- 
where in the world since the gallery will 
be on the Monson Arts Council’s web 
site. 

The special summertime event is 
sponsored by BB Landscaping of Mon- 
son, First Prize; Monson Savings Bank, 
Second Prize; and Randall’s Farm of 
Ludlow, Third Prize. 

Entry form and guidelines may be 
found at https://www.monsonartscoun- 
cil.org/2020-aiyg-guidelines 


Sheriff postpones 2020 summer cookout 


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Hampden County Sheriff Nick Coc- 
chi has postponed this year’s summer 
cookout. 

The cookout typically draws peo- 
ple from across the Commonwealth 
and although Massachusetts has seen 
significant success in flattening the 
curve, the sheriff doesn’t want to take 
any chances when it comes to health 
and safety. 

“We considered several possibil- 
ities for social distancing, but it just 
made sense to cancel this year’s event,’ 
said Sheriff Cocchi. “We don’t know 
where things will stand with the pan- 
demic come August and the last thing 
we want to do is help facilitate anyone 
getting sick.” 


Corrections 


Sheriff Cocchi’s team is working 
on planning a similar event to take 
place outdoors in October, assuming 
it is safe to hold such an event at that 
time. Details on that gathering, if it pro- 
ceeds, will be forthcoming as the fall 
approaches. 

“As much as we are ready for this 
to be over, we have to remain cautious 
to keep everybody safe and healthy,’ 
Sheriff Cocchi said. “We are hopeful 
about putting something together for 
the fall, but regardless, we are already 
looking forward to next year’s summer 
cookout. It’s always nice to see the peo- 
ple we serve alongside our law enforce- 
ment community and our legislators, 
and we will get together when it’s safe 
to do so.” 


The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send information to 


Editor at elimscott@turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be requested in writing at: Journal Register, 


Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069. 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm: Thurs. 10am - 4pm 


Fri. 1Oam-4pm ° Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Lott during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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To prevent potential cross contamination, stu- 
dents will remain in their seats until their name is 
called and will have their diplomas available in gift 
bags under their seats. 

Once their name has been called, the graduates 
will stand with their diploma, turn their tassel from 
right to left, and return to a seated position, until all 
students have been recognized. 

Regarding the upcoming graduation, Principal 
North said she is happy to be able to provide this 
opportunity for the class of 2020. 

“T’m extremely excited that we are having this 
important milestone for seniors. This is their shin- 
ing moment,” said North. “This ceremony will also 
provide the opportunity for them to see their peers, 
friends, and staff before they move onto the next 
chapter in their lives. ’'m looking forward to seeing 
them all to tell them that I’m proud of the person that 
they have become.” 

For more information on the graduation guide- 
lines, visit https://bit.ly/3 1ORQ4F. 
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There were three write-in seats, including one 
for a two-year term on the Planning Board, taken by 
Dori-Ann Ference. Peter Frei was elected to a five- 
year term on the Planning Board, and Eric [ller won 
a three-year seat on the Elementary School Commit- 
tee. 

In uncontested races, Christian S. Peterson, Sr., 
was elected to a three-year term on the Board of As- 
sessors, Brian Johnson will serve a three-year term 
as Cemetery Commissioner and a three-year term as 
Tree Warden, Steven Anderstrom will hold a three- 
year seat as a Library Trustee. Elias Gillen was elect- 
ed to a three-year term as a Tantasqua School Com- 
mittee Member. Charles Furst will serve a three-year 
term as a Board of Health Member. 

Raymond P. Korny will serve a three-year term 
as Constable. 

The total count of voters (including mail-ins) 
was 335 which is 17% of registered voters, accord- 
ing to Greene. The total number of Holland regis- 
tered voters on June 30th was 1,963. 
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comfort of their own living room, and not from the 
field.” 

The show Atlas conducted was presented as the 
DaNang Vietnam [International Fireworks Competi- 
tion. 

Residents who did not have cable also had the 
chance to view the show on M-Pact’s website. 

Aside from the virtual show, M-Pact was also 
able to run shows from past Monson Summerfest 
events throughout the day on July 4". 

Regarding the turnout, Bogacz-Beaudoin said 
although she did not receive an exact number, she 
said that she did get some positive comments from 
people that enjoyed the show. 

Since her favorite part about working about 
working during the firework show is getting to hear 
the “oohs” and “‘aahs” from the crowd and thanking 
show sponsors, Bogacz-Beaudoin said she is hoping 
to resume regular Summerfest events in 2021, and 
that people to keep checking the website for updates. 

As for the 4" of July without Summerfest, Bo- 
gacz-Beaudoin said that this is the first Indepen- 
dence Day in decades that she has not been working 
on the National Holiday, and this year, planned on 
doing absolutely nothing. 

“T have been a volunteer for Summerfest for 
38 years,” said Bogacz-Beaudoin. “So, every 4" of 
July, I have been setting up, helping to make sure the 
event flows smoothly, cleaning up after the event, so 
I am planning on doing nothing (this year).” 

Peter Matrow, Treasurer of Monson Summer- 
fest Inc., said during his 4" of July, he attended a 
cookout, and was able to fulfill his obligations at St. 
Patrick’s Parish instead of having to reschedule it. 
He also said that instead of being up bright and early 
for the annual event, he was able to sleep in. 

“Tt really felt strange; there was an emptiness,” 
said Matrow. “Yes, (Summerfest) is a lot of work, 
but it’s also a good feeling when you do something 
that’s good for the community.” He also said that the 
annual Summerfest is expected return in 2021 and 
encourages anyone interested in joining the commit- 
tee to do so. 

For more information on Monson Summerfest, 
visit http://www.monsonsummerfestinc.com/. Also, 
anyone who is interested in becoming a member of 
the Monson Summerfest Inc. Committee, can con- 
tact the group by mail at Monson Summerfest Inc. 
PO Box 113, Monson, MA 01057, or contact them 
on their website. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


e Stump Grinding 
e Bobcat Work 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 
e Storm work 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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enters second phase 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON -— _ Despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Tantasqua 
Regional Junior High School’s 
7th Grade Science Teacher Jesse 
Greene was successful in executing 
phase two of the “Monson’s Chest- 
nut Forest” project from July 6™ to 
July 7". 

As a sister project to the ““Tan- 
tasqua Chestnut Project,” the main 
goal of this project the Monson’s 
Chestnut Forest is to repopulate Mt. 
Ella, located in Flynt Park in Mon- 
son, with blight-resistant American 
Chestnut Trees, in retaliation to the 
American Chestnut blight, which 
took place in 1904 and left a century 
long impact in the area. 

Greene said there were a bunch 
of delays, but in time they were able 
to execute the second phase of the 
project and had BB Landscaping as 
the contractor assigned to clear the 
targeted acre. 

“We also did a replanting of the 
poor portions of the top acre or of 
any of the trees that hadn’t made it 
from the year before,’ said Greene. 
“Right now, the top acre is 100 
percent planted, and by the end of 
the week, the bottom acre should 
also be, so that’s pretty exciting. I 
thought we were going to miss it, 
and instead, we found ways to work 
through the problems.” 

The 2011 tornado removed the 
forest canopy across Mt. Ella. This 
has allowed the natural sunlight to 
make its way to the ground since 
the 1920s.Because of the sunlight, 
resprouts from the surviving roots 
of Monson’s lost forest have grown 
in densities, as much ad 282 trees 
per acre. This has provided an op- 
portunity for hybrid chestnuts to be 
planted while the forest reemerges, 
according to the project’s website. 

During phase one, in the sum- 
mer of 2019, Greene and volunteers 
went to the summit of the mountain 
to plant some chestnut trees. This 
year, under the second phase, they 
cleared and planted the second acre 
at the base of the mountain along 
Chestnut Avenue. 

“Originally, we were going to 
be doing phase two with a combi- 
nation of labor from students at the 
Tantasqua Chestnut Project, and 
residents, and it was going to be 
funded by the Monson Communi- 
ty Preservation Act,” said Greene. 
“Last fall, the town voted to support 
the project through the CPA Grant, 
which was $23,000. Then COVID 
happened, and that kind of threw a 
wrench into the plans as far as vol- 
unteers working it.” 

Specific people Greene said 


PICNIC 1 from page 1 


lent and assures that precautionary mea- 
sures will be taken to keep guests safe, 
such as having each of the vendors dis- 
tance themselves from one another. She 
also said that as the date for the picnic 
gets closer, she’ll be meeting with town _ us, 
officials, including town administrator 
Evan Brassard, to make sure the event 


will run smoothly. 


“At the field we have a lot of space 
to work with, so what we’re doing is 
said Desi. 


downscaling a little bit,’ 


the past, 30 vendors were set up for that 
day. This year, we might just have 20, so 
we can have more space, with the possi- 
bility to spread out more.” 





“In 


should be thanked include the Re- 
planting Monson Tree Committee, 
who Greene said tended to the sum- 
mit area, Valarie Bogacz-Beuadoin, 
chairman of the committee, along 
with volunteers Lois and Denis 
Melican. 

As for the next step in this proj- 
ect, Greene said that further grant 
money will secure the progress in 
the next phases. 

“There could be a phase three, 
four, or even five, to connect the two 
acres with three more acres,” said 
Greene. “When everything is said 
and done, it should be about five 
acres. Chestnuts that could survive 
winding their way up the moun- 
tainside from bottom to top, then 
that would be a total of 500 trees, 
in the best case scenario, and those 
trees would have the population 
in that forest on the mountain you 
know nature will start taking over 
and spread from om there to other 


99 


ty, homelessness, and hunger. 
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As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 


Regardless, Dise said that she is 
looking forward to providing the annual 
Cultural Picnic experience to the public. 

“T just look forward to people com- 
ing out and spending an afternoon with 
said Dise. “Just enjoy one day out 
of your house, do what you want. That’s 
what we look forward to every year.” 

Attending the event is free, and Dise 
said a portion of the money given to the 
vendors will be going to Afri(K)que as 
well. The mission of the nonprofit orga- 
nization is to empower women and girls 
through handmade artwork, specifically 
for women who are experiencing pover- 
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Monson Chestnut Forest project 





Submitted photo 
Monson Chestnut: Elliott Greene and Tobias Greene posing next to the tallest 
chestnut tree at the summit of Mt. Ella. Planted as a seed last year, the tree 
Is currently measuring 36” in height. 


places.” 

Greene said another important 
factor with this project is the refor- 
estation trial, which involves tend- 
ing to the planted chestnut trees ev- 
ery year or two, while they compete 
with the rest of the forest growth. 

“Up until now, most instanc- 
es of the blight-resistant chestnut 
have been grown in like agricultural 
chestnut have been grown on in like 
agricultural setting like a field, and 
it’s a test to se how they fare in the 
woods,” said Greene. 

As school reopens, Greene said 
he plans to get the student partici- 
pation back will go back to where 
it was before the pandemic began. 
“We just had to get through the 
year without neglecting the whole 
thing,’ said Greene. “In addition 
to that, there’s more to come.” For 
more information, visit http://bit.ly/ 
monsonchestnut. 
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Holland ATM delays 
establishing town 
Conservation Agent 


Voters also passed over a citizen's 
petition for a $500 stipend for Lake 
Oversight Committee members 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HOLLAND -— At the June 25" Annual Town 
Meeting, Holland residents delayed citizens’ peti- 
tions for establishing a town Conservation Agent and 
a $500 stipend for Lake Oversight Committee mem- 
bers, among others, until a fall Special Town Meeting. 

Town Meeting was held in the auditorium of Tan- 
tasqua Regional High School in Sturbridge, moderat- 
ed by Bill Hardy, and Linda Blodgett was nominated 
and sworn in as temporary town clerk. The 25-article 
warrant took less than two hours for voters to work 
through. 

Many of the articles were standard fiscal expen- 
ditures. 

Citizen’s petition Article 24 asked to create an 
official position for a town Conservation Agent, with 
an annual salary not to exceed $20,000. The Select 
Board gave the article a positive recommendation but 
the Finance Board recommended deferring, and the 
article was passed over. 

Voters also passed over Article 14, which asked 
for $7,500 from free cash for a new Town of Holland 
sign to be displayed at Town Hall. 

Holland’s acting town clerk Lynn Greene said 
articles pass over will likely be revisited at a fall Spe- 
cial Town Meeting, due to changes in the budget as a 
result of the coronavirus pandemic. 


Recycling in Palmer July 11" 


PALMER — Due to the July 4th holiday falling 
on the first Saturday in July, recycling will be held 
on Saturday, July 11" at the Palmer DPW at 1015 
Bridge Street in Palmer from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 
according to the town’s DPW. Please practice social 
distancing. 





Palmer compost 
area summer schedule 


PALMER -— The compost area will be opened the 
third Saturday in July, August and September to af- 
ford town residents the opportunity to drop off leaves 
and grass clippings at the compost area off of Old 
Warren Road Palmer. Please place leaves and grass 
clippings in brown paper bags and do not drop off 
and place up against gate. Reminder: Please practice 
social distancing. Any questions, please call the DPW 
at (413) 283-2615. 
Date Time 
Saturday July 18, 2020 
Sunday July 19, 2020 


9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Saturday August 15, 2020 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 


9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Sat., September 19, 2020 
Sun., September 20, 2020 


9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER | 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 7/31/20 T 
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WHEEL . 


«where every 4th Oil Change is ALIGNMENT CHECK ! I 





McNeely Tree Service 


Insured e References 
e Hazardous Tree Removal 


e Firewood $220/cord 
e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413-324-6977 















issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 
funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for The Journal Register, please email 
dfarmer@turley.com. 
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We Groom both Dogs & Cats! 


10% Senior Discount 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 


413.222.8875 


Open by Appointment Only 
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\ | Monson, MA 
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e Automatic Transmission Service 
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editorial 
Reopening, with 
caution 


his week, Massachusetts entered phase 

three of the statewide reopening plan. 

Now, most businesses are open again, in- 

cluding restaurants and cafes with indoor and 

outdoor seating, retail stores, movie theaters, 
gyms. 

I’ve gone to a few restaurants and cafes 
while practicing social distancing and wearing 
my mask (except when at the table). I know some 
people who aren’t willing to go out to eat yet, 
which I fully respect. 

In my experience, restaurant staff were 
knowledgeable and followed proper sanitizing 
and social distancing protocols. It was unusual 
to eat in the parking lot of some of my favorite 
restaurants, under a tent, but it was a nice chance 
to reconnect safely with friends and a welcome 
change of scene. 

Still, the threat of the coronavirus has not 
passed. In states with looser reopening guide- 
lines, there has been a sharp increase in the num- 
ber of new COVID-19 cases. 

After nearly four months since the statewide 
shutdown, I know many people are experiencing 
COVID fatigue and are eager to leave the house 
and socialize. And there are ways to reconnect, 
like going for a hike or meeting outside in a park 
or restaurant, which are some of my favorite so- 
cial-distance-friendly activities. 

I haven’t been to the gym or to see a movie 
yet, but when I do, I'll be wearing my mask, as I 
suspect we all will be for the foreseeable future 
until there’s a vaccine. 





This is a testing 
time for us all 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


few weeks ago, The New York Times ran 
Ae article noting that with the U.S. preoc- 

cupied by the coronavirus pandemic, Black 
Lives Matter protests and massive unemployment, 
“its competitors are moving to fill the vacuum, and 
quickly.” 

Russia, China, North Korea, Iran... All are test- 
ing how far they can go, seeking to exploit our weak- 
nesses and fill the vacuum they perceive in world 
leadership. Our allies, meanwhile, are expressing 
dismay at the U.S.’s inability to come to grips with 
the pandemic—symbolized most acutely by the 
prospect that Americans will be barred from travel- 
ing to a partially reopened Europe this summer—and 
at our withdrawal from world organizations, treaties, 
and involvement in places where we have tradition- 
ally been central to keeping the peace. 

There are good reasons we have turned inward. 
As a nation, we have botched the response to the 
coronavirus, as its recent sharp upward trajectory 
illustrates. We are still feeling our way through the 
economic impact, with every likelihood that millions 
of people will be struggling for a long time. And, 
of course, street protests, concern about policing and 
turmoil over the nation’s racial practices are preoc- 
cupying many people’s attention. 

Any one of these things would have been enough 
to try us as a country; all together make this a des- 
perately difficult time. We’ve been through times like 
this in the past, and no doubt will again in the future, 
but at this moment, our mettle is being tested as it 
rarely has been. 

Oddly, I find something bracing about this. Not 
long ago I was meeting with a group of young gradu- 
ate students, who asked what troubled me most about 
the problems we confront, and the word that instant- 
ly came to mind was “complacency.” As Americans, 
we have a tendency to feel that we’ve always come 
through hard times and always will. The result is of- 
ten a sense that we can leave things to others: to our 
leaders, to our nonprofits, churches and community 
groups, to our more involved neighbors. We our- 
selves don’t set out to do the things we know need 
to be done. 

But here’s the thing about a representative de- 
mocracy like ours: it doesn’t work unless citizens do 
their part—and I include our leaders in this. At its 
heart, it asks of us that we find a niche where we can 
improve things. It’s disheartening to see recent polls 
that suggest huge percentages of Americans believe 
things in the country are out of control—80% of re- 
spondents in a recent NBC News/Wall St. Journal 
poll—but it’s heartening to know there’s something 
we can do about it: the country won’t be out of con- 
trol if each of us steps up to the challenges we see in 
our own neighborhoods and our nation. 

I began my political career because I felt like I 
needed to do something to help my community in 
southern Indiana and didn’t know where to start. So, 
I asked my precinct committeeman, who enlisted me 
to go door to door to try to get voters involved. That 
led eventually to Congress, and ultimately to a com- 
mittee chairmanship trying to resolve some of the 
country’s knottiest foreign affairs challenges. You 
never know where these things are going to lead. 

My point in saying this is that we can all start 
somewhere. We are divided as a nation on political, 
economic, and racial lines. We face the existential 
challenge of climate change. Many of us on both the 
right and the left worry about a lack of moral per- 
spective in how we approach our problems. All of 
these are ripe for actions that we, as individuals, can 
take. If you’re white, for instance, how much time 
have you spent talking to Black people or Latinos 
about the hostility and difficulties they face? Making 
the effort to understand as best you can is an import- 
ant step toward recognizing how deep-seated these 
problems are, and at the same time how they might 
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Rabbits, rabbits and more rabbits 


Dorothy from South Hadley has a 
bunny problem! She has asked for some 
advice and I have the perfect column 
waiting in the archives. I have written 
on this subject before and will probably 
be moved to write about it again some- 
time in the future. Here is it is and it’s 
worth a chuckle. 

Rabbits have chomped 
on the chard, crunched on the 
carrots and bitten the beets, 
the broccoli and beans. De- 
spite what I said in articles 
past, they have even mowed 
the marigolds...down to 
nothing. Yes, that one bunny 
of two summers ago, some- 
how, as rabbits would, had 
amazingly turned into four 
by early summer, last sea- 
son. Then, as if a miracle 
happened in my own yard, all but one 
disappeared. We went into the winter 
watching a lone rabbit, grazing at dusk 
and dawn on the clover in the back 
yard. Ah, how pretty. 

Fast forward to this spring. At last 
count, we have six rabbits in all areas 
of the landscape. We play a game on 
the back porch only to be interrupted 
by the kids shouting: “Look, a bunny!” 
Over and over again. We go out the 
front door and spook one in the flow- 
er garden. They taunt me as I hang the 
laundry. Not even the sprinkler sends 
them running anymore! As my husband 
jokingly offers up all sorts of ways to 
disperse them, I think about the tactics 
that have worked in the past. 

Back at the old house I never had a 
problem with rabbits in my garden until 
after the dog died. It would be safe to 
assume that “the marking of his territo- 
ry” had something to do with keeping 
the bunnies at bay. Outside of dog urine, 
there are lots of other deterrents out 
there that folks swear by. One is dried 
blood. The smell signals danger. To be 
effective it must be reapplied each week 
as well as after it rains. You can either 
sprinkle a narrow band around the pe- 
rimeter of the border or place contain- 
ers of it in the garden. Dried blood 1s 
a nitrogen fertilizer and is available at 
most garden centers. It will burn sen- 
sitive plants if applied directly on top 
of them, so sprinkle it a few inches 
away from the base. Along the same 
line would be ammonia sprays. I have 
also heard of different home brews that 
you may, or may not want to whip up 
in your blender. One consists of garlic, 
hot peppers and marigold (Ha!) leaves; 
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IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





maybe this combination would work 
better than the other tactics already 
tried. Again, these would need to be re- 
plenished periodically. 

A less attractive but better option 
to control rabbits would be to install a 
wire fence. It should be at least three 
feet tall and dug into the ground 
four inches or more. Be sure 
that the fence 1s fine enough so 

that the rabbit’s head won’t fit 
ee through the holes as the unfor- 
tunate rabbit that is able to fit 
his head may think that the rest 
of his body will follow suit. 
When it doesn’t, panic ensues 
and the result is not something 
I would want anyone to find in 
his or her garden a day later. 
Just ask my husband. 

Rabbits will eat almost 
anything except for prickly plants, 
hairy plants and strong-smelling/tast- 
ing plants. For prickly plants think 
globe thistle (echinops ritro); blue 
globes bloom in early July. Sea holly 
(eryngium maritimum) is another sim- 
ilar plant. As far as hairy plants go, rud- 
beckias would top the list. Black-eyed 
susan (R. hirta) is one of the most com- 
mon members of this genus. Two of 
my favorite cultivars are the extra-large 
flowered “Indian summer’ and the lime 
green disked “Irish eyes’- both un- 
touched in my garden. Strong-smelling/ 
tasting plants include bee balm (mo- 
narda didyma), catmint (nepeta race- 
mosa), yarrow (achillea millefolium) 
and garlic and onions among others. In 
fact I read of one gardener having great 
success keeping rabbits away from her 
flowering plants by planting a living 
fence of garlic in between them. This 
summer, when it came time to clip the 
scapes off of my garlic plants, I col- 
lected the stems and dispersed them in 
and amongst the broccoli. It worked for 
a time being, probably as long as the 
scapes held their stink. 

The best solution for us would be 
a fence or two. Until then, if you hear 
“Go!” and “Get outa here!” coming 
from my house, you’ll know why! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@ turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 


Was it something 
that was said? 


By Joan E. B. Coombs 
More often than not, normal 
conversations are back-and-forth GUEST 
COLUMNIST 


discussions. The dialogue is often 
productive and meaningful. In lone- 
ly contrast, a monolog is usually de- 
scribed as a single statement spoken 
by one person. 

Apparently spoken words can 
actually enhance different situations 
and there’s no two ways about it. 

Perhaps you’ve heard the ex- 
pression, “A one way conversation 
is for the birds.” True. It’s hard to listen for an answer 
when talking to birds, or talking to yourself. Yet, I must 
admit, that the only bird that I’ve heard talk was in my 
earliest years on Planet Earth. The wordy birdy was 
Pete, our blue and yellow Parakeet. And, the extent of 
his repeated vocabulary was “pretty boy.” 

However, in our cozy, little corner of the world, 
the conversations are still continuing about and with 
our home’s entrance-light-nested, parenting Barn Swal- 
lows. Their lifestyles are domestically and aeronauti- 
cally impressive. During the day they swoop and scoop 
for insects from God’s nourishing ground. At night they 
settle over newly-hatched nestlings for a summer time 
snooze. 

The stop and chat conversations, from Barn Swal- 
low parents to persons, is still ongoing! So, whenever 
we go outside to the car, there’s a protocol. 

Tap. Tap.We rap on our inside door before leaving 
to warn them, so that the little nestlings aren’t startled. 
Then the parents dart from their nest. As we walk toward 
the car, they soar in overhead flight patterns, performing 
and showing off their soaring skills with wide-spread 
wings they flaunt their forked tails. After zooming 1n for 
a touchdown landing on our white- globe lawn lantern, 
they perch only feet from us, looking in our direction, 
they wait with un-baited breath for our greetings. 

“WELL, HELLO! How’s your day going?” 

Each Barn Swallow stands on spindle legs, with ti- 
tled heads— as if attentive to our cheerful, soft- spoken 
words. As our conversation ensues, they reply by fluff- 
ing their feathers. When our bird-to-human dialogue is 
over, after getting into our car and looking back-- they 
are still there watching our every move. 

Also, other home-turf conversations are said to be 
beneficial. In fact, since the mid 1800’s there’s a the- 
ory that talking to plants is one of the ways to help 
them grow. (Now that’s a down-to-earth monologue for 
sure. Yes. I’ve certainly had words with outdoor plants, 
mainly asking, “Please grow enough to crowd out the 
weeds.’’) 

Other times I’ve conversed well by whispering 
sweet somethings to my indoor plants. “Goodness! You 
look a little dry today!” So, I gushed water over them. 
(Although I talked often to my house plants, it remains 
a mystery why most of them went to “plant heaven.’) 

Whether it’s those earlier talks to plants-- or if it’s 
these recent chats with Barn Swallows, (even if one- 
way conversations)—do you suppose it was because of 
something that was said? 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Widow unsure about her social security benefits 





By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am looking for 
information on my Social Securi- 
ty survivor benefits from my hus- 
band. I just turned 65 and have 
been collecting my Social Securi- 
ty widow’s benefit since I was 60. 
Someone told me that I should 
take my own Social Security and 
half of my deceased husband’s. I 
am not sure if that’s what I should 
do. Should I stay as I am until age 
70 and then look into this option? 
Is it even an option? I’m just not 
sure. I work part time because the 
widow’s benefit just isn’t enough 
to pay my bills. I know there must 
be others out there as unsure as [ 
am. Signed: Unsure Widow 

Dear Unsure Widow: It ap- 
pears that you have been given 
some inconsistent information. 
If you are currently collecting a 
widow’s benefit from your de- 
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ceased husband and have been 
since you were 60- years-old, you 
cannot “take my own Social Se- 
curity and half of my husband’s.” 
You only have two options now: 
to continue your current surviv- 
ing widow’s benefit (which was 
reduced because you claimed it 
before your full retirement age), 
or to claim your own Social Se- 
curity retirement benefit if that is 
more. 

If you are now collecting 
your survivor benefit (only), your 
benefit from your own work re- 
cord is still growing. The key 
question is whether your own 
benefit from your own work re- 
cord will ever be more than you 
are now collecting from your de- 
ceased husband as his widow. If 
your own Social Security retire- 
ment benefit will be more, you 
can switch to it whenever it has 
grown to be more than your cur- 
rent widow’s benefit. Your own 


benefit will reach maximum at 
age 70, so never wait beyond that 
to claim it. But if your current 
survivor benefit as a widow is 
more than your own benefit will 
be at any age, you should simply 
stay on that widow’s benefit. 

The easiest way to find this 
information out is to request a 
Statement of Estimated Benefits 
from Social Security. That state- 
ment will show you the amounts 
you are due on your own at your 
full retirement age and also at age 
70 (if you were born in 1955 your 
FRA is 66 plus 2 months). If e1- 
ther or both of those amounts are 
more than your widow’s benefit, 
you can continue to collect your 
widow’s benefit until it makes 
financial sense to switch to your 
own. To request your Benefits 
Statement, contact Social Securi- 
ty directly at 1-800-772-1213, or 
your local office (find it at www. 
ssa.gov/locator). You can also get 


It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE to your hometown paper. 
Visit journalregister.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS! 
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this online if you have a “my So- 
cial Security” account, and which 
you can create at www.ssa.gov/ 
myaccount. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi- 
nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Asso- 
ciation. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advi- 
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Se- 
curity advisor for AMAC. 





Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to dfarm- 
er@turley.com. Please include a day- 
time telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Let- 
ters must be received by noon Monday 
to be considered for that Thursday’s 
newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candi- 
dates supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space avail- 
able in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a represen- 
tative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before 
the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Elise Linscott at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact Lisa Marulli, 413- 
283-8393 or Imarulli@turley.com, 
about paid advertising in The Journal 
Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
elinscott@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Reopening Mass: Administration initiates 
transition to third phase of four-phase approach 


Consistent with public 

health data and trends, 
Phase Ill of Reopening 

Massachusetts began 

on July 6 


The Baker-Polito Admin- 
istration on July 2"? announced 
that on July 6", Phase III of the 
Commonwealth’s reopening 
plan will begin and updates on 
gatherings will be in effect. For 
the City of Boston, Phase III and 
the gatherings order will take ef- 
fect on Monday, July 13". 

The Department of Public 
Health (DPH) also issued up- 
dated guidance to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Step One of Phase ITI: 

On May 18, the administra- 
tion released a four-phased plan 
to reopen the economy based on 
public health data, spending at 
least three weeks in each phase. 
Key public health data, such as 
new cases and hospitalizations, 
have been closely monitored and 
has seen a decline allowing for 
Phase III to begin on July 6". 
Phase III will begin on July 13" 
in Boston. 

The public health dashboard 
designating the progress of key 
COVID-19 data metrics has been 
updated to reflect the number of 
COVID-19 patients in Massa- 


chusetts hospitals to green, indi- 
cating a positive trend. 

Since mid-April, the 
7-day average for the positive 
COVID-19 test rate is down 94 
percent, the 3-day average of 
hospitalized patients 1s down 79 
percent and the number of hospi- 
tals in surge 1s down 86 percent. 

More than 1,000,000 total 
COVID-19 tests have been ad- 
ministered, and testing continues 
throughout the state. 

The following businesses 
will be eligible to reopen in Step 
One of Phase III, subject to in- 
dustry-specific rules concerning 
capacity and operations: 

Movie theaters and outdoor 
performance venues; 

Museums, cultural and his- 
torical sites; 

Fitness centers and health 
clubs; 

Certain indoor recreational 
activities with low potential for 
contact; 

Professional sports teams, 
under the authority of league- 
wide rules, may hold games 
without spectators 

Full guidance and list of 
businesses eligible to reopen 
in Step One of Phase II can be 
found at www.mass.gov/reopen- 
ing. Businesses and sectors set 
to begin opening in Phase II are 
subject to compliance with all 
mandatory safety standards. 

Revised Gatherings Order: 


Under the updated gather- 
ings order, indoor gatherings 
are limited to eight people per 
1,000 square feet, but should not 
exceed 25 people in a single en- 
closed, indoor space. 

Outdoor gatherings in en- 
closed spaces are limited to 25 
percent of the facility’s maxi- 
mum permitted occupancy, with 
a maximum of 100 people in a 
single enclosed outdoor space. 
This includes community events, 
civic events, sporting events, 
concerts, conventions and more. 
This order does not apply to 
outdoor, unenclosed gatherings 
if proper social distancing mea- 
sures are possible. 

This revised order does not 
supersede previously issued sec- 
tor guidance, and is effective be- 
ginning Monday, July 6. It will 
be effective Monday, July 13 in 
the City of Boston. 

Public Health Guidance: 

In Phase III, health care pro- 
viders may continue to provide 
in-person procedures and _ ser- 
vices as allowed in Phase II, with 
the addition of certain group 
treatment programs and day pro- 
grams. These programs include 
adult day health, day habilitation 
programs, and substance abuse 
services day treatment and out- 
patient services. Certain human 
services programs can reopen 
including community-based day 
services for adults with intellec- 


tual and cognitive disabilities 
and psychosocial rehabilitation 
clubhouses. 

Health care providers are 
subject to compliance with all 
mandatory safety standards, and 
must continue to utilize priori- 
tization policies established in 
Phase II for care delivery and 
scheduling, as well as monitor 
patient volume for non-essential, 
elective procedures and services. 

In Phase III, visitation 
guidelines have been updated 
for 24/7 congregate care facili- 
ties and programs overseen by 
the Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services, including 
the Departments of Develop- 
mental Services, Youth Services, 
Children and Families, Public 
Health, Mental Health and the 
Mass _ Rehabilitation Commis- 
sion. Offsite visits, including 
overnight visits, will be allowed, 
under specific guidelines. Other 
updated guidelines, including 
visitation for long term care fa- 
cilities, will be released later 
today. Complete visitation guid- 
ance is available at www.mass. 
gov/hhs/reopening. 

MassHealth will also extend 
its current telehealth flexibility 
through at least the end of the 
year to ensure member access to 
critical health care services and 
encourage continued adherence 
to preventative public health pre- 
cautions. 
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Legislature passes Local 
Infrastructure Funding Bill 


The bill will provide over 
$8.9 million for Senator 
Gobi's District 


BOSTON -—-Senator Anne M. Gobi 
(D-Spencer) and the state legislature 
have passed the “Chapter 90” bond bill 
aimed at funding local road and bridge 
repairs for FY21, continuing the legisla- 
ture’s strong commitment to supporting 
our cities and towns. 

The legislation passed authoriz- 
es $200 million in Fiscal Year 2021 for 
municipal infrastructure improvements 
across the Commonwealth. This invest- 
ment provides cities and towns with the 
ability to plan their construction needs in 
advance, giving communities access to 
predictable and consistent funding. 

“T appreciate the hard work of the 
highway departments in my district,” 
said Senator Gobi on the funding an- 
nouncement. “They do a phenomenal job 
keeping our roads and bridges in good 
shape, and every penny is wisely used. 
These funds will assist them in making 
plans for future projects, repairs, and 
maintenance.” 

“Chapter 90” funds are allocated 
using a longstanding formula based on 
community road miles, population and 
employment. The expected apportion- 
ment to Senator Gobi’s communities in- 
cludes the following: 


e Ashburnham in the amount of 
$340,885 

¢ Ashby in the amount of $225,418 
¢ Athol in the amount of $508,650 


e Barre in the amount of $431,604 

¢ Brimfield in the amount of 
$280,152 

¢ Brookfield in the amount of 
$167,899 

¢ Charlton in the amount of $624,115 
e¢ East Brookfield in the amount of 
$94,583 

¢ Hardwick in the amount of 
$358,226 

¢ Holland in the amount of $158,507 
¢ Hubbardston in the amount of 
$354,416 

¢ Monson in the amount of $464,905 
¢ New Braintree in the amount of 
$204,485 

¢ North Brookfield in the amount of 
$310,054 

¢ Oakham in the amount of $180,832 
¢ Palmer in the amount of $472,998 
e Paxton in the amount of $192,438 
¢ Petersham in the amount of 
$250,313 

e Phillipston in the amount of 
$188,654 

¢ Rutland in the amount of $376,561 
e Spencer in the amount of $498,066 
e Sturbridge in the amount of 
$430,518 

e Templeton in the amount of 
$334,385 

¢ Wales in the amount of $105,226 

e Ware in the amount of $424,054 

e Warren in the amount of $287,836 
¢ West Brookfield in the amount of 
$232,470 

¢ Winchendon in the amount of 
$456,901 


This amounts to over $8.9 million in 
funding for the Senator’s district. 





Hampden 


County Bar 
Association 
holds Annual 


Meeting virtually 


The Hampden County Bar Association (HCBA) 
held its Annual Meeting virtually on Thursday, June 
25, 2020, in Holyoke, MA. Attorney Thomas “Toby” 
N. Wilson was sworn in as President of the Hamden 
County Bar Association for the 2020-2021 year by 
Hampden County Probate and Family Court Judge Da- 
vid G. Sacks (Ret.). Attorney Joseph M. Pacella will be 
the President-Elect for the 2020-2021 year. Fifty-year 
members of the Bar were recognized, and a plaque pre- 
sentation will be held at a later date. Fifty-year mem- 
bers are George F. Kelly, Ronald C. Kidd, David W. 
Sanborn, Mary A. Socha, and John F. Soja. 
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Judge David G. Sacks swearing-in Attorney Thomas N. 
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be overcome. 


26" Annual Golf Fundraiser celebrates 


This time of testing is an opportunity. It’s a chance 


to shake off the complacency we’d settled into, and to 
exercise the gift that our system gives us: the ability to 


make a difference. 


Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 


of Representatives for 34 years. 


Support the local 
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a century of empowering women 


QUABOAG VALLEY — The 26th 


annual Zonta Golf Tournament will be 
held at Cold Spring Country Club in 
Belchertown on Saturday, September 
12", 2020 with an 8:30am shotgun start. 
Men and women players of all levels are 
welcome. 

In response to the uncertain times of 
COVID-19, there will be some changes 
to this annual fundraiser to offer a safe 
and fun outing for all to enjoy. In con- 
sideration of the businesses who have 
suffered losses, we have not solicited 
sponsorships for this event. 

The cost of $95/person includes 
greens fee, cart, box lunch, prizes and a 
day of fun for a worthy cause! 

Registration forms are available 
online at zontaqv.org/golf or by con- 


tacting Deb Wood: 413 323-5775 Deb- 
Wood197@gmail.com or Mary Knight: 
413 323-4806 info @ zontaqv.org. 

The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley 
is part of Zonta International -- a lead- 
ing global organization of professionals 
empowering women worldwide through 
service and advocacy since 1919. This 
golf fundraiser is a critical part of serv- 
ing our mission. Profits from this event 
benefit women and children survivors 
- locally and internationally. Western 
Mass. projects include raising awareness 
about ending child marriage, domestic 
violence, trafficking of women and chil- 
dren; reimagining manhood; supporting 
suicide prevention and mentoring home- 
less women veterans. 








To place an announcement: 
Email elinscott @turley.com 





Share the love with a wedding or engagement announcement! 
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CLUES ACROSS 43, Patrick and Glover 
1. Cyprinids are two 
6. Icelandic literary works 45. Living quarters 
10. Break in half 46. Taxi 
14, Japanese mushroom 47. Pancake made of 
15. Have offspring buckwheat flour 
17. Not feeling well 49, Swiss river 
19. Avery large body of 50. Not happy 

water 93. Have surgery 
20. Witch 9/7. Formal withdrawal 
21. Behemoth 58. Give way to anxiety 
22. Speak negatively of 59. Greek war god 
23. Absence of difficulty 60. 2K lbs. 
24, Pampering places 61. Word of farewell 
26. Drives 
29. Truck that delivers CLUES DOWN 

beer 1. ex Machina 
31. Makes 2. WWII diarist Frank 
32.A team’s best pitcher 3. Concluding passage 
34.__ Carvey, comedian 4. Supplement with 
35, Seas difficulty 
37.5. American plants d. Title of respect 
38. Time zone 6. Cubic measures 
39. Deviate 7. Remnant 
40. No longer are 8. Jones 
41. Moving in slowly 9. Salts of acetic acid 
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35. Most excellent 


10. Long, upholstered 
seat 36. Heat units 


11. Capital of Okinawa 
Prefecture 

12. A one-time aspect of 
Egyptian sun god Ra 

13. Prefix denoting “in a” 

16. Propels upward 

18. What we are talking 
about 

22. Prosecutor 

23. Employee stock 
ownership plan 

24. He brings kids 


37. Possess legally 

39. Food items 

42. Skeletal structures 

43. Challenge to do 
something bold 

44. Blood type 

46.Sammy __, 
songwriter 

47. Farmer (Dutch) 

48. Clare Booth __, 
American writer 

49. Piers Anthony’s 
presents protagonist 

25. Burmese monetary 50. Malaysian coastal city 
unit 51. Hairstyle 

2/7. Hurries 52. NY-based department 

28. Injury remnant store 

29, Tooth caregiver 53. Geosciences 

30. Elvis backup singer organization (abbr.) 
Betty Jane 94. Brazilian city 

31. “The Partridge Family” 55. Niger-Congo 
actress Susan languages 

33. Midway between east 56. Gesture 
and southeast 
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HOLLAND - The 4th started off with a boat pa- 
rade at Hamilton Reservoir in Holland, Mass. More 
than 35 boats participated in the boat parade that trav- 
eled around the lake to spectators and boaters delight. 
Boaters adorned their vessels with American flags and 
red, white and blue decorations, spectators and boaters 
adorned costumes and patriotic attire. The celebration 
of the countries independence is an annual event at the 
reservoir. 
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Dear Parents and Patients of Ludlow Pediatrics; 


I would like to spread the joy in welcoming two new providers to Ludlow Pediatrics, 
Rachel Mick, CPNP and Rebecca Lebel, CPNP. Rachel and Becky are two highly 
skilled Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioners who carry the same philosophy of 
caring for children and families that I have. I have watched them for the past several 
weeks and they are truly excellent. You will enjoy seeing them as much as myself. 
Why nurse practitioners? Actually, that is an easy question to answer! They spent 
many years to train as nurses first before becoming practitioners and know how to 
listen and address your concerns with the utmost professional compassion. With all 
that caring knowledge they will certainly make you feel well cared for. Now, with three 
providers available in our office we can spend a little more time and not be rushed. 
We aim for quality patient services here at Ludlow Pediatrics and do not rush to see 
30 patients per day as other practices do. For those of you who know me, and now us, 
we like to spend a little extra time with patients to get to know you and answer your 
questions. We wish we could spend longer, but we do have other patients to see. I 
apologize that sometimes there is a wait, but sometimes a patient/parent needs extra 
time for a serious problem, please be patient with us as we want to see you and there 
may be a day that you need some extra time. I assure you; the wait is well worth your 
time as you will be highly pleased with your care here in our family centered atmo- 
sphere. Our goal is to provide up to date medical care as we 
always have and though we may not be the biggest medical 
practice, you will not get better care anywhere else! We have 
successfully completed our first year with our new EMR, 
the only person who had trouble with it was me, but we 
have worked out a lot of the kinks. Please visit our website 
at www.LudlowPeds.com. Read some of the interesting 
articles that are posted, see some of our patients, if you want 
your child’s photo there just ask, no names, or visit Ludlow USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
Pediatrics on Facebook and scroll through years of helpful 


articles from Newborn info, Chores, Bribes vs Rewards, How CENTER CUT PORK LOINasnses lb 


to Run a Timeout Properly, Vegetables and many more. Rebecca Lebel, USDA INSP. FRESH 


RN, MSN, CPNP 
Please call 413-589-9494 for an appointment. a” cs : a. PORK SHOULDER PICNIC... fl Do 


Dr. Willis, Rachel and Becky USDA INSP. FRESH 


ASSORTED PORK CHOPS... ib 
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Whether you're out for a stroll or in the comfort of your home, 
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PALMER -— The Palmer High 
School softball team was hoping 
to take a step forward in 2020 be- 
fore the coronavirus shut down their 
season. The team, which had been 
blessed with great pitching up until 
a few years ago, had four seniors 
who were hoping to make their 
mark this season. They are: Keriana 
Pavlu, Kassandra Velasquez, Taylor 
Warren and Bethany Bedard. Coach 
Heather Korzec, who also coaches 
field hockey at Palmer, was set to be 
at the helm this season. 


File photos 
Kassie Velasquez catche 
an out at first. 
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Quabbin Valley League calls off 2020 season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


EASTHAMPTON —-_ While 
some leagues are looking to start up 
play in Phase 3, one league will not 
be anymore. 

The Quabbin Valley Over-30 
Baseball League announced over 
the weekend that despite being 
scheduled to begin an eight-week 
season on July 12, the league was 
closing for at least the 2020 season. 

The league has historically had 
six teams made up of 14-player ros- 
ters. The league recently changed 
its rules to allow players who are 28 
and over, with the caveat that you 
must over 30 to pitch in the league. 

There is a portion of the 
league’s players that 45 or older, 
and that had led some players to de- 


cline to play due to concerns over 
the coronavirus pandemic. Other 
players who opted out of the season 
for various reasons, including hav- 
ing pregnant wives, or other person- 
al situations that dictated they not 
play this season. 

When those tallies were tak- 
en, Quabbin League President Eric 
Castonguay posted on the league 
website that the league was set to 
begin the season with just five of its 
normal six teams. 

“We were going to have five 
teams and just have each team take 
a bye week,” said Castonguay. 

The league even began opening 
registration back up and collecting 
league fees before it had to shut it 
back down. 

Castonguay said two more 
of the teams informed the league 


four days after registration had 
re-opened that it would not have 
enough players to field teams. Sig- 
nups were not full enough in order 
to be able to backfill the other teams 
or even make four teams, prompting 
the league to post this message to its 
players and prospective players on 
Sunday morning. 

“Registration for the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League is closed 
until the 2021 Season. Due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, the league 
has been compelled to cancel the 
2020 season entirely. We would ex- 
pect and hope that the 2021 season 
would revert to our normal format, 
with at least 6 teams in a full season 
starting at the end of April. As to 
2020 league fees, unless any players 
wish to have a refund, fees will be 
credited to the 2021 season.” 


Castonguay said the full year 
off and the various concerns with 
the coronavirus make it hard to pre- 
dict how things will be next year, 
and he could not comment on how 
the 2021 season will look other than 
to hope the league will return with 
its full complement of teams. 

The league typically played its 
games in Easthampton’s Nonotuck 
Park, with games in Agawam, South 
Hadley, Belchertown, and Monson 
in recent years. The league fea- 
tured a football-style playoff format 
where all six teams were granted 
playoffs games, The first two seeds 
would receive byes with the semifi- 
nals featuring 3 vs. 6 and 4 vs. 5 and 
the winners heading to play the top 
two seeds the following week. 
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Distancing, disinfecting paramount for return to gyms 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — For Western and 
Central Massachusetts, the return 
of recreational and organized sports 
has been long awaited, but it is not 
clear just how much of a return to 
action there will be. 

Phase 3 of the Massachusetts 
re-opening plan has began on Mon- 
day and the big difference between 
that and Phase 2 was the ability to 
for teams and leagues to transition 
from having practices to having ac- 
tual contests. 

Included in Phase 3 is also the 
ability to have limited crowds for 
youth sports. Adult leagues have the 
ability to also activate, with some 


baseball leagues set to begin play 
this week. 

Also for sports enthusiasts, 
gym and fitness centers can also 
open with limited capacity and sev- 
eral guidelines. 

Here are some helpful tips for 
you if you are returning to work out 
at your local gym. 

Various equipment in gym must 
be at least 14 feet apart unless there 
is plexiglass or other physical barri- 
ers placed between the equipment. 
If that happens, the equipment need 
only be six feet apart. Equipment af- 
fected includes weights, machines, 
treadmills, and bikes. 

The face covering rule is mod- 
ified slightly. 

If possible, those working out 


should wear a face mask. However, 
if the strenuous activity a partici- 
pant is doing requires them to take 
the mask off, they must remain 14 
feet away from others. When wear- 
ing a face mask, normal six feet so- 
cial distancing is advised. 

“Circuit training,” the use of 
multiple machines, is discouraged 
and should be limited. Customers 
should be trying to use just one 
piece of equipment at a time. 

For those who are into classes 
such as spinning, yoga, or Zumba, 
gyms are allowed to have them, but 
are still encouraging classes to be 
held outdoors whenever possible. 

Gyms are only allowed to uti- 
lize 40 percent of its occupancy on 
record. There must be signage and 


other visual advisories letting peo- 
ple know how equipment should be 
accessed. 

Lunch and break times should 
be staggered for works to keep too 
many people out of one place. 

All equipment must be san- 
itized between uses. Customers 
should not return equipment like 
weights to racks or containers with- 
out sanitizing it. 

If you are working with a per- 
sonal trainer, that trainer has to 
maintain social distancing and min- 
imize close contact. 

Another big thing gyms must 
do is allow 30 minutes between fit- 
ness classes to allow for thorough 
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Fellows wins three 


in arow 





Nathan Wenzel, a resident of Granby, MA, also picked up a win during 


the event. 





Submitted photos 


Ben Byrne took the victory in the Modified event. 


WINCHESTER, NH: This 
past Sunday afternoon (July 5), 
Monadnock hosted the Tri Track 
100 where Craig Lutz came out on 
top for the victory. Other winners 
included: Nathan Wenzel (Granby, 
Ma), Jaret Curtis (Rutland, Ma), 
Aaron Fellows (Croydon, NH) 
and Ben Byrne (Deerfield, Ma). 

The Mini Stocks kicked off 
the day’s racing events with their 
25-lap event. Nathan Wenzel 
showed the field he was the man 
to beat on this day. Louis Maher 
III took the green to lead the field. 
Maher while going into turn one 
pushed up and allowed Wenzel 
to stick his machine on the inside 
of Maher and come out with the 
lead. “We had a fast car today; I 
wasn’t sure how we would do to- 
day. Things just worked out for 
us,’ finished up Wenzel in victo- 
ry lane. Rounding out the top five 
were Maher, Shelby Avery, Kevin 
Clayton and Ethan Marsh. The 
win moves Wenzel in the number 
two-point spot (eight points) be- 
hind Gordon Farnum, who leads 
the points battle. Maher and Tim 
LeBlanc took down heat wins. 

The 50-lap NHSTRA Modi- 
fieds were next. Ben Byrne started 
on the pole in the Byrne Towing 
#6 machine. As the green flag 
waved to start the event, Byrne 
shot to the lead as was untouch- 
able throughout the event, lead- 
ing wire to wire. Todd Patnode 
and Brian Robie completed the 
top three. “We were pretty lucky 
today and we had a real fast car. 
That’s just the start for us today 
as we have another hundred laps 
to race later on this afternoon,’ 
commented Byrne in victory lane. 
In fact, the trio all qualified for the 
high paying Tri Track event later 
that evening. Trevor Bleau and 
Cameron Houle rounded out the 


top five. Heat wins went to Byrne 
and JT Cloutier. Robie with his 
third-place finish gives him a four- 
point lead in the points battle. 

Jaret Curtis outlasted the field 
to take down the Street Stocks 
win. Curtis ran in the top four in 
the Tow Bandit Trailer’s spon- 
sored #33 all race. David Greens- 
lit was able to hold on for second 
as third place runner Chase Curtis 
was all over his bumper. “We had 
a good car today, I really want to 
thank all my crew, they helped 
me get here,’ commented (Jaret) 
Curtis in victory lane. The win 
also gives Jaret the point lead over 
brother Chase by nine points. Heat 
wins went to Curtis and Hillary 
Renuad. 

The Late Model Sportsman 
event had Aaron Fellows domi- 
nate the field for the win. Fellows 
not only took his heat race in fash- 
ion but showed the field it was his 
race for the taken, Fellows started 
on the front row and jumped out to 
the lead as the green waved. The 
green flag had problems staying 
out and a handful of yellow flags 
plagued the start of the 25-lap 
event. Fellows was able to with- 
stand the charge of Robert Hager 
in the Monster sponsored ma- 
chine. Hager was able to muster 
a charge on a couple attempts, but 
Fellows showed he had the dom- 
inate car today. Ryan Bell, Cole 
Littlewood and Justin Littlewood 
rounded out the top five. Fellows 
took down the heat win to start 
off the day. Fellows now has an 
eight point lead over Hager for the 
points battle. 

This Saturday night (July 11), 
the speedway will host the annu- 
al Firecracker Night featuring the 
Street Stock Battle for the Belt, 
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NBSB $3,000 donation helps to make North 
Brookfield Youth Center Program go virtual 


$3,000 North Brookfield 
Savings Bank donation 
helps purchase much 
needed Chrome Books 


REGION — North Brookfield 
Savings Bank prides themselves 
on being a dependable, supportive, 
neighborhood bank that is always 
there to help. This of course ap- 
plies when it comes to helping their 
customers to reach their financial 
goals and dreams, but it is equally 
important to NBSB that they an- 
swer the call and offer unwavering 
support to their local communi- 
ties. When the Bank recently con- 
nected with the North Brookfield 
Youth Center and discovered their 
need to purchase Chrome Books 
and supplies for their interactive 
E.T.E.A.M. 2020 - Bee Observant 
Virtual Summer Program, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank answered 
the call and did not hesitate to im- 
mediately donate $3,000 to show 
their support. 

“North Brookfield Savings 
Bank is very happy to be able to 
support this much needed virtual 


Summer Program made available 
by the North Brookfield Youth 
Center,’ said NBSB President and 
CEO Donna Boulanger. “More 
now than ever, the youth within our 
communities need to be able to stay 
connected and engaged through 
programs just like these, which 
is exactly why when Chair of the 
Youth Center Board Fran Hart, 
reached out to us expressing their 
needs to make the program suc- 
cessful, NBSB immediately agreed 
to offer our financial support. Our 
relationship with the North Brook- 
field Youth Center spans many 
years and we support their ongoing 
commitment to the youth of our 
community.” 

The North Brookfield Youth 
Center E.T.E.A.M. 2020 - Bee Ob- 
servant Virtual Summer Program 
goes through August 13th and 
consists of a series of brain-based, 
movement-oriented and _hands- 
on activities accommodating the 
needs of the different age groups, 
lst-2nd Grade, 3rd-4th Grade and 
5th-6th Grade. All activities, in- 
cluding hikes, will be recorded and 
presented with a ZOOM format to 
provide an opportunity for interac- 
tion with the children and adults. 


Additionally, the program will have 
a Google Classroom component 
which will include opportunities to 
interact through journaling, videos, 
and pictures. The NBYC Team, 
which includes some of the North 
Brookfield Public School teachers 
and staff from the East Quabbin 
Land Trust, will guide the program. 
The following are just some 
of the activities and projects in the 
program with all supplies being 
provided free of charge. Projects 
will allow participants to create 
handmade items, grow gardens, go 
on hikes, take photos, make cre- 
ative snacks and explore nature. 


¢ Garden Boxes 

¢ Pollinator Gardens and Yard 
Maps 

¢ Pollinator Houses 

e Scavenger Hunts 

e Story Walks 

¢e BioBlitz 

¢ Creative Treats 

e And more 


As a local and dependable 
bank established in 1854, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank’s rela- 
tionship and commitment to the 
communities it serves runs deep. 


With two of the Bank’s Core Val- 
ues focusing on the importance of 
supporting the communities and 
sharing kindness, it is truly no sur- 
prise that North Brookfield Savings 
Bank once again stepped forward 
to ensure the communities knew 
that the Bank they have counted on 
in the past was there to help, just as 
they always have been. 

“We are so grateful to North 
Brookfield Savings Bank for their 
support of the North Brookfield 
Youth Center and so many other 
organizations with needs in North 
Brookfield. They are always there 
for us and have once again shown 
their support with their donation 
towards the chrome books for the 
North Brookfield Youth Center 
E.T.E.A.M. 2020 - Bee Observant 
Virtual Summer Program. Due to 
the generosity of NBSB and the 
NBYC Board of Directors, I am 
excited to say that we will be able 
to provide chrome books to all of 
the participants in the program,” 
said Marty Toomey, Consultant to 
the North Brookfield Youth Center. 
“NBSB has been a strong advocate 
for our organization, and like us, 
believe what we do for the children 
in our community is vital.” 





Regional Planning Commission receives $195,000 
grant from Tufts Health Plan Foundation 


REGION — Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission was award- 
ed a three-year grant for $195,000 
from Tufts Health Plan Foundation. 

The funds will be used to con- 
vene a Pioneer Valley Age Friend- 
ly Collaborative that will engage 
member communities in planning 
for an aging population. This is one 
of 13 new community investments 
totaling $1.7 million that reflect the 
Foundation’s support of collabora- 
tive community efforts and systems 
change to advance healthy aging. 

“We have an opportunity to 
think differently about how our 
systems are addressing commu- 
nity needs,’ said Nora Moreno 
Cargie, president of Tufts Health 


Plan Foundation and vice presi- 
dent for corporate citizenship at 
Tufts Health Plan. “We are living 
in unprecedented times. We need 
to learn from this experience and 
think about how we can change the 
conditions that hold problems in 
place.” 

This project, led by the Pio- 
neer Valley Planning Commission 
(PVPC), formalizes an existing ef- 
fort around age-friendly planning 
in the region. PVPC will partner 
with municipal planning depart- 
ments, councils on aging, health 
care and service providers, com- 
munity organizations, universities 
and residents to create municipal 
Age Friendly action plans that re- 


flect priorities of the region’s cur- 
rent and future older adults. 

“We are excited to expand 
planning for healthy aging to mu- 
nicipalities throughout the PVPC 
region,’ commented Becky Basch, 
Senior Planner with the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission. 
“And by bringing together all of the 
cities and towns that are planning 
for an aging population, we will 
create a valuable space for sharing 
ideas and best practices at the local 
and regional levels.” 


About Tufts 
Health Plan Foundation 
Established in 2008, Tufts 


Health Plan Foundation supports 
the health and wellness of the di- 


verse communities we serve. The 
Foundation has given more than 
$40 million to Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode Island non- 
profits that promote healthy living 
with an emphasis on older adults. 
The Foundation began funding in 
New Hampshire in 2016 and in 
Connecticut in 2019. The Tufts 
Health Plan Foundation funds 
programs that move communities 
toward implementing age-friend- 
ly policies and practices that are 
relevant, focus on older adults 
and include them in community 
solutions. Visit www.tuftshealth- 
planfoundation.org or follow us on 
Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube. 





Senate passes FY 2020 COVID-19 supplemental budget 


Bill authorizes funding 
support for emergency 
child care needs, 
behavioral health services, 
small businesses and 
makes Juneteenth an 
official state holiday 


BOSTON - The Massachusetts 
State Senate on Thursday, July 2, 
2020, passed a $1.1B supplemen- 
tal budget for Fiscal Year 2020 to 
support extraordinary costs related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic that 
require immediate attention. The 
spending authorized in this supple- 
mental budget will maximize fed- 
eral financial support while provid- 
ing critical resources for our most 
vulnerable populations. 

This bill is the result of strong 
advocacy by Senators and the Sen- 
ate’s COVID-19 Working Group 
and includes funding support for 
personal protective equipment, 
emergency child care for essential 
workers, health care supports for 
behavioral health services, small 
business assistance grants, housing 
and homelessness supports, food 
security, and direct support for 
workers impacted by the ongoing 
public health crisis. In addition to 
recognizing the health and safety 


needs of residents, the legislation 
also establishes Juneteenth as an 
official state holiday. 

“T am proud of the action we 
have taken in this bill to support 
the varying sectors impacted by 
this public health crisis and look 
towards the future needs of our 
communities,’ commented Sena- 
tor Anne Gobi (D-Spencer). “The 
priorities targeted here to provide 
funding for PPE, emergency child- 
care, and addressing growing food 
insecurity are representative of the 
pressing issues facing the Com- 
monwealth, and this spending bill 
will provide the necessary resourc- 
es for the steps we need to take.” 

To support working families 
during this uncertain economic 
time and provide health care sup- 
ports in the midst of this public 
health crisis, the supplemental 
budget passed today by the Senate 
includes $82 million for childcare 
needs, including emergency child 
care for essential workers, $15 
million for essential behavior- 
al health services, including ser- 
vices for children, $10 million for 
small business assistance grants, 
focused on minority, women and 
veteran-owned businesses in un- 
derserved areas and $10 million to 
provide wage supports to workers 
impacted by COVID-19. 

In response to growing food 
insecurity challenges during this 


pandemic, the supplemental bud- 
get provides an immediate state 
allocation of $15 million for food 
security supports, including $9 
million for the Massachusetts 
Emergency Food Assistance Pro- 
gram to support our overstretched 
food bank system during this time 
of incredible need. 

Through the amendment pro- 
cess, the Senate also established 
a $500 bonus for members of the 
Massachusetts National Guard 
who were mobilized to combat 
COVID-19, included increase 
funding to assist with coronavirus 
mitigation efforts at summer camps 
and youth programs, and create an 
Early Education and Child Care 
Public-Private Trust Fund to help 
inform and support child care 
needs across the state. 

Other notable spending high- 
lights of the FY 2020 COVID-19 
supplemental budget include: 

$350M for personal protective 
equipment. 

$139M for rate add-ons for 
congregate care and other health 
and human service providers. 

$85M for field hospitals and 
shelters. 

$44M for the Community 
Tracing Collaborative. 

$30M for community health 
centers. 

$28M for local housing au- 
thorities and family and individual 


shelter services. 

$20M for expanded RAFT 
coverage for families on the brink 
of homelessness. 

$20M focused on racial dis- 
parities in the health care system 
during the pandemic. 

$15M for elder affairs services 
and home care workforce wage 
supports. 

$12.3M for early intervention 
Services. 

$10M for grants to communi- 
ty foundations serving low-income 
and immigrant populations with 
direct supports like housing assis- 
tance and food security supports. 

$5M for increased costs relat- 
ed to the recent conference report 
on expanded vote-by-mail mea- 
sures for the 2020 election cycle. 

$2M to provide financial assis- 
tance to small non-profits impacted 
by COVID-19. 

The supplemental budget also 
establishes Juneteenth as an official 
state holiday. Juneteenth is a cele- 
bration of the day in 1865 when the 
remaining enslaved African Ameri- 
cans in the United States were told 
of their freedom under the Emanci- 
pation Proclamation. 

The Senate and Massachusetts 
House of Representatives will now 
work to reconcile outstanding dif- 
ferences between the supplemental 
budgets passed in each chamber. 





Games cancelled 
through July 26 


REGION — All Bay State 
Games events originally scheduled 
for May 30 through July 26 will be 
cancelled in consideration for the 
health and well-being of all athletes, 
officials, coaches, medical staff, and 
volunteers. The challenges and un- 
certainty that COVID-19 has pre- 
sented prevent the organization 
from appropriately planning, orga- 
nizing, and producing events in 30 
different sports this year. 

This summer, Bay State Games 
was set to celebrate its 39th annu- 
al Summer Games. Due to multiple 
venue cancellations, the inability to 
conduct team sport tryouts in June, 
decisions by sport governing bodies 
to suspend competitions, medical 
committee concerns, as well as oth- 
er factors, the Summer Games will 
not be able to proceed as scheduled. 

“We are committed to the 
health and well-being of our constit- 
uents. It is of the utmost importance 
to keep everyone safe during these 


unprecedented times,” says Exec- 
utive Director, Kevin Cummings. 
“While this was a very difficult de- 
cision, we believe it is appropriate 
given the unprecedented impact this 
pandemic has had on everyone, as 
well as our ability to produce events 
this year.” 

Bay State Games _ remains 
hopeful that some events may pro- 
ceed in the fall if and when it is safe 
to do so. The specific sport pages 
on the Bay State Games website 
will be updated with information 
as it becomes available. All athletes 
who have registered for the 2020 
Summer Games will be refunded 
for their registration fee. If the sport 
you wish to compete in can be held 
in the fall of 2020, it will require a 
new registration. 

For more information, please 
visit www.baystategames.org. 
Please direct all questions and in- 
quiries to info @baystategames.org. 





PVSSL season still delayed 


REGION — The Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League released a 
quick update at the beginning of the 
week in conjunction with Phase 3. 
League co-commissioner Dianna 
Kolodziey said the league is still 
waiting for some guidance from 


the state before engaging in actual 
games. The league is hoping to be- 
gin as soon as possible once it re- 
ceives that guidance from the state. 
For updates, you can also go to 
www.pioneervalleysummersoccer- 
league.com. 





Senior athletes features wrapping up 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The Turley Publications sports 
department will soon be wrapping 
up its features on senior spring ath- 
letes 

If you have not seen your senior 
or their sport featured, we encour- 
aged you to send photos and info on 
your son or daughter, and encourage 
you to contact their coach to speak 
with us. 

We have reached out to spring 
coaches and athletic directors, but 
are still trying to collect info on ev- 
ery team that would have been in- 


volved in this spring’s season. 

We hope to also publish action 
photos of seniors from previous 
seasons, though parents and coach- 
es are encouraged to send photos of 
seniors they would like to see pub- 
lished in the upcoming editions of 
the paper. 

All submissions can be made 
to Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at sports @turley.com. In the subject 
line, please identify the school and 
sport you are writing in about. Se- 
nior athletes are also encouraged to 
write in to talk about the season that 
wasn’t. 





Valley Wheel still seeking players 


as season starts 


REGION -— The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for the upcoming 2020 
season. The league is seeking play- 
ers ages 28 and up. Players turning 
28 this year are eligible. However, 
only players 30 and older can pitch. 
The league plays 15 regular sea- 
son games with games being held 


mostly on Sundays with a couple of 


weekday games thrown in the mix 
as well as a special Mother’s Day 
Saturday game in early May. How- 
ever, due to the current circumstanc- 
es, the league schedule has been 
pushed back. The league concluded 


tryouts, but is still looking for play- 
ers for a shortened season, which 
was set to begin July 9. The league 
is built on comradery, fair play, and 
having a good time with friends. If 
interested in trying out, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules 
of the league and new player forms 
can be found on the site. For further 
information, you can contact the 
league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheell2@comcast.net or call 
him at (413) 433-4308. Again, new 
players are still needed for the ab- 
breviated season. 
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the weekly divisions along with fire- 
works by Atlas. Advanced tickets 
are recommended and available on- 
line at monadnockspeedway.com. 
July 5, 2020 Results 

NHSTRA Modified Results: 
Ben Byrne, Todd Patnode, Bri- 
an Robie, Trevor Bleau, Cameron 
Houle, Solomon Brow, Anthony 
Bello, Cory Plummer, Jason Houle, 
Keith Carzello, Kevin Pittsing- 
er, Kim Rivet, Rob Richardi, Jer- 
ry Gomarlo, Bryan Crunden, Eric 
LeClair, JT Cloutier, Andy Major, 
Brian Chapin, Matt Kimball, Scott 
Bourn, Brad Zahensky 

Street Stock Results: Jaret Cur- 
tis, Dave Greenslit, Chase Curtis, 
Jimmy Renfrew, Kyle Buck, Chris 


Buffone, Ed Lofland, Tim Wenzel, 
Mike Radzuik, Paul Barnard, Chris 
Riendeau, Robbie Streeter, Bryan 
Granger, Jon Porter, Eric LeBlond, 
Hillary Renaud, Troy Waterman, 
Chris Curtis 

Late Model Sportsman Results: 
Aaron Fellows, Robert Hagar, Ryan 
Bell, Cole Littlewood, Justin Lit- 
tlewood, Matt Winter, Scott Beck, 
Camdyn Curtis 

Mini Stock Results:Nathan 
Wenzel, Louis Maher II, Shel- 
by Avery, Kevin Clayton, Ethan 
Marsh, Jared Roy, Tommy Silva, 
Gordon Farnum, Kevin McKnight, 
Pat Houle, Ray King, Jeff Assselin, 
Jake Puchalski, Tim Leblanc 
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cleaning of those spaces. 

Like many other businesses. 
If a gym has a worker, customer, 
or vendor with a positive test, the 
facility should be shut down for at 
least 24 hours for a full cleaning and 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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disinfecting. 

Various gyms will have other 
individual rules depending on the 
space. But the basics need to be 
followed by all in order to maintain 
smooth workouts for participants. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
Space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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DEATH NOTICES PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 


Police/Fire 


Couture, Winifred C. 
Died June 29, 2020 
services were held 
July 6, 2020 


Henrichon, Harriot (Hatch) 
Died June 29, 2020 

Graveside service July 7, 2020 
south Cemetery 


ot. Thomas the Apostle Church 


Mackiewicz, Susan Frances 
Died July 1, 2020 

Graveside Service July 9, 
2020 at 11am 

Calvary Cemetery, Hatfield, MA com. 


Henrich, Mark W. 

Died July 2, 2020 

Calling Hours August 22, 2020 
1:00-3:00 

Beers & Story, Palmer 





Winifred Carolyn Couture, 


Winifred Carolyn Couture, 
88, of Hampden, Massachusetts 
passed away June 29, 2020. She 
was born on August 16, 1931 in 
Monson to the late Joseph and 
Josephine (Lynch) Jordan. Win- 
ifred previously worked at Palm- 
er High School for many years. 
She was a parishioner of St. 
Thomas the Apostle in Palmer. 
As a lifelong resident of Palmer, 
Winifred built a home with her 
late husband Robert and their 5 
children. She enjoyed attending 
sporting events, concerts, and 
traveling with her family. Be- 
sides her parents, Winifred was 


listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@turley. 
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preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert 
R. Couture in 2008. 
She was also prede- 
ceased by her siblings, 
Albert and Joseph Jor- 
dan, Mabel Poitras, 
Katherine Kennedy 
and Mildred Char- ( 
baneau. She will be all 
forever missed by her 

children, Lynda Garrity and hus- 
band Kevin, Diane Wisnoski and 
husband Michael, Robin Schatt- 
gen and husband Robert, Susan 
Marini and husband Joseph, and 
Patricia Couture and her fianc 
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Jeremy McLellan. 
She also leaves 12 
grandchildren and 13 
great grandchildren. 
Services were held on 
July 6th at St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church. 
Winifred was laid to 


rest in St. Thomas 
Cemetery. For those 
wishing, donations 


may be made to the TJ O’Con- 
nor Animal Shelter, 627 Cottage 
St. Springfield, MA 01104. For 
more information or to sign the 
online guest book, please visit 
www.beersandstory.com. 





Mark W. Henrich, 66 


Mark W. Henrich, 66, of 
Ware, Massachusetts passed 
away peacefully in his sleep in 
the early hours of July 2, 2020. 
Born in Palmer, on May 19, 
1954, he was the son of June E. 
Henrich of Hollis, N.H. and the 
late William A. Henrich, Jr. 

Mark grew up in Palmer, 
graduating from Palmer High 
School in 1972. After graduat- 
ing, Mark proudly served his 
country in the U.S. Army until 
1974. He was a man of many 
talents and previously enjoyed 
working on the dry docks in Mo- 
bile, AL, as well as an over the 
road tractor trailer driver. Mark 
was an amazing wordsmith and 
poet. His poem, “An Ode to Our 
Town’, about memories of Palm- 
er was read at the Palmer Public 
Library Poetry Pageant and his 
poetry was often published in 
The Palmer Journal. He loved 
all sports and enjoyed trying his 


luck in many parlays - 
always so proud of his 
gambling with com- 
puter money and not 
his own. He proudly 
defended and _ loved 
watching his beloved | 
Boston Red Sox. 

Besides his moth- 
er, he will be deeply 
missed by his three 
children, Jennifer Henrich De- 
Joinville of Palmer, Martin 
Henrich of Palmer, and Shane 
Thompson of Ware along with 
his siblings, Catherine Grabows- 
ki of Merrimack, N.H., Jo-Anne 
Dominik and husband Richard 
of Palmer, Jacalyn Mercuri and 
husband Robert Finelli of Med- 
way, MA, Stephen Henrich and 
wife Liz of Hollis, N.H., Beverly 
Leahy and husband John of Cov- 
ington, GA, Jill Labranche and 
husband Joe of West Springfield. 
Mark was preceded in death by 


his sister, Lisa Gor- 
man in 2018. 

He leaves his be- 
loved grandchildren, 
Alyson, Taryn, Mor- 
gan, Samantha, Cam- 
ron, Isabel, Ryder, 
Declan, Greyson and 
his two sweet “Great 
Grands’, Chaeli and 
Teagan - his grand- 
children were the light in his 
eyes. He also leaves many nieces 
and nephews. Calling hours will 
be held on Saturday August 22, 
2020 from 1:00-3:00 pm at the 
Beers & Story Funeral Home in 
Palmer followed by a celebra- 
tion of Mark’s life at 3:00 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in his memory to 
The Palmer Public Library. For 
more information or to sign the 
online guest book, please visit 
www.beersandstory.com 








Harriot (Hatch) Henrichon, 84 


PALMER - Harriot (Hatch) 
Henrichon, 84, passed away on 
June 29th, 2020, at her daugh- 
ter, Susan’s home in Wilbra- 
ham. She was born on August 
22, 1935 in Stafford Springs, 
CT to Ralph and Doris (Sher- 
man) Hatch. Harriot was raised 
in Hampden and lived there un- 
til she got married, in which she 
moved to Belchertown and then 
Palmer where she spent many 
years. She retired as a treasurer/ 
office manager from Pathfind- 
er Regional High School after 
working for many years. After 
retirement in 2000, Harriot and 
her daughter, Mary purchased 


together the Village Dance Wear 
shop in Sturbridge. Harriot was 
a member of St. Paul’s Univer- 
salist Church. She was active in 
the church, holding the position 
of treasurer, working on various 
committees and Food Share. She 
was also a lifetime member of 
Order of the Eastern Star, Mt. 
Vernon Chapter 97. Even with 
all of her different titles, her fa- 
vorite and most honored title was 
“srandma.” She will be deeply 
missed by her daughters, Susan 
Henrichon (Stewart DeBoise) 
of Wilbraham, Mary Henrichon 
Lee of Sturbridge; three grand- 
children, Jasmin, Gabrielle and 


Taia and one great-grandchild, 
Giselle. Besides her parents, 
she was predeceased by her hus- 
band, Edward A. Henrichon Jr.; 
two daughters, Diane and Linda 
Henrichon, and her sister, Judith 
J. Hatch. A graveside service 
will take place at South Ceme- 
tery in Belchertown, on Tuesday, 
July 7th, at 11:00 A.M. In lieu 
of flowers, the family has asked 
for donations in Harriot’s name 
to go to the Alzheimer’s Asso- 
ciation. For more information 
please visit www.beersandstory. 
com. 





Susan Frances Mackiewicz, 75 


PALMER — Susan Frances 
Mackiewicz, 75, passed away 
at her home on Wednesday, 
July 1, 2020. Daughter of the 
late Joseph and Doris (Prentiss) 
Mackiewicz, she was born in 
Northampton, MA on November 
11, 1944. Raised in Holyoke, Su- 
san spent her early years work- 
ing in different departments for 
Holyoke Hospital, specifically 
as a dental clinician. Later on, 


she moved to Palmer where she 
spent her remaining years work- 
ing as a greeter for Wal-Mart. 
Susan will be missed by all who 
knew her, including her loving 
brothers, Joseph Mackiewicz 
and his wife Kim of Westport, 
CT, and Duncan Mackiewicz 
and his wife Barbara of Holyoke; 
her niece Mary Lynn, and three 
nephews, Bryan, William, and 
Allan. A graveside service will 
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be held on Thursday, July 9th at 
11:00 am in Calvary Cemetery, 
located on Bridge St, in Hatfield, 
MA 01038. A reminder to those 
who will attend that masks are 
required to be worn throughout 
Susan’s services and social dis- 
tancing observed. Beers & Story 
Palmer Funeral Home entrusted 
with Susan’s arrangements. 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 


families to publish extended death notice information of their own 
choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: obits @ 


turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to a total of 338 inci- 
dents from July Ist to July 7th. The 
department made 10 arrests or sum- 
mons. Those arrested will appear in 
the Palmer District Court at a future 
date and are innocent until proven 


guilty. 
Friday, July 3rd 


Patrick James Kennedy, 18, of 
4489 High St., Thorndike, was ar- 
rested at 11:05 on High Street in 
Thorndike, on charges of operating 
under the influence of liquor; neg- 
ligent operation of a motor vehicle; 
motor vehicle lights violation; fail- 
ing to stop for police; and a stop 
sign violation. 


Saturday, July 4th 
Marisol Deleon, 45, of 397 


Ventura St., Ludlow, was arrested at 
9:33 p.m., on Ware Street in Thorn- 


dike, was arrested for two warrants; 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license; and an_ unli- 
censed operation of a motor vehicle. 


William E. King, 20, 146 Tril- 
by Ave., Chicopee, was arrested 
at 10:44 p.m., on Ware Street in 
Thorndike, on charges of operating 
under the influence of liqour; neg- 
ligent operation of a motor vehicle; 
and leaving the scene of property 
damage. 


Monday, July 6th, 


Brandy Lee Laviolette, 36, 
homeless, was arrested at 10:56 
p.m., on North Main Street in Palm- 
er, on two charges of vandalizing 
property; and assault with a danger- 
ous weapon. 


MONSON 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment made six arrests or summons 
from June 28th to July 4th. Those 


arrested will appear in the Palmer 
District Court at a future date and 
are innocent until proven guilty. 


Sunday, June 28th, 


Joshua Timothy Dougherty, 21, 
of 185 Brimfield Rd., was arrested 
at 12:45 a.m., on charges of oper- 
ating under the influence of liquor; 
negligent operation of a motor vehi- 
cle; trespassing with a motor vehi- 
cle; and vandalizing property. 


Tuesday, June 30th 


Michael L. Sweitzer, 30, of 28 
Lower Hampden Rd., Monson, was 
arrested at 5:55 p.m., for operating 
under the influence of liquor. 


Wednesday, July Ist 
Jason Roy Delaney, 29, of 268 


Palmer Rd., Apt. #20, Monson, was 
arrested at 8:16 p.m., for a warrant. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department re- 
sponded to a total of eight incidents 
from July 1 through July 7". 


On Wednesday, July 1*, at 6:02 
a.m., the department provided medi- 
cal assistance on Beacon Street. The 
department returned to service at 6:26 
a.m. 


On Wednesday, July 1*, at 7:50 
a.m., the department provided medi- 
cal assistance on North Main Street. 


The department returned to service at 
8:08 a.m. 


On Wednesday, July 1“, at 4:33 
p.m., the department conducted a 
hazmat investigation on Ware Street. 


The department returned to service at 
5:48 p.m. 


On Friday, July 3", at 2:12 a.m., 
the department provided medical as- 
sistance on Old Warren Road. The 
department returned to service at 2:52 
a.m. 


On Saturday, July 4", at 4:58 
a.m., the department provided medical 
assistance on Hill Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 5:40 a.m. 


On Monday, July 5", at 5:11 
p.m., the department responded to an 
unauthorized burning on Commercial 
Street. The department returned to ser- 
vice at 5:29 p.m. 


On Tuesday, July 7", at 3:26 a.m., 
the department provided medical as- 
sistance on North Main Street. The 
department returned to service at 3:49 
a.m. 


On Tuesday, July 7", at 8:17 
a.m., the department conducted po- 
lice assistance on Wright Street. The 


department returned to service at 
8:26 a.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to a total of six in- 
cidents from July 1" through July 6". 


On Wednesday, July 1“, at 7:52 
a.m., the department responded to an 
EMS incident on Sykes Street. The 
department returned to service at 8:00 
a.m. 


On Wednesday, July 1*, at 9:17 
a.m., the department conducted a 
smoke investigation on Main Street. 
The department returned to service at 
9:25 a.m. 


On Friday, July 3", the depart- 
ment responded to an EMS incident 
on North Main Street. The department 
returned to service at 4:56 a.m. 


On Saturday, July 4", at 9:01 
p.m., the department responded to 
an unattended campfire on Lariviere 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:21 p.m. 


On Sunday, July 5", at 5:30 p.m., 
the department investigated proper- 
ty damage from a bonfire on Central 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 6:00 p.m. 


On Monday, July 6", at 7:09 
a.m., the department responded to an 
EMS incident on Pine View. The de- 
partment returned to service at 7:45 
a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Depart- 
ment responded to I call from June 
30" through July 6". 


On Wednesday, July 1“, at 7:59 
p.m., the department responded to 
Jim Ash Road to provide medical 
assistance with Palmer Ambulance 
Service Inc. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:27 p.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to 18 EMS calls and four 
fire calls from June 29" through July 
a, 


On Saturday, July 4", at 8:26 
p.m., the department responded to a 
motor vehicle accident on Stafford 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 8:50 p.m. 


On Sunday, July 5", at 5:31 
am., the department respond- 
ed to a smoke alarm activation on 
Lakeside Drive. The department 
returned to service at 6:07 a.m. 


On Sunday, July 5", at 7:40 
p.m., the department responded to 
an unauthorized burn on Maxwell 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 8:35 p.m. 


On Sunday, July 5, at 8:45 
p.m., the department responded 
to a fire alarm activation on Hover 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 9:45 p.m. 


Antonio Dos Santos elected as Chairman 
of Westmass Board of Directors 


SPRINGFIELD —The West- 
mass Area Development Corpora- 
tion Board of Directors has elected 
Tony Dos Santos as the new Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors of 
the private, nonprofit industrial and 
business development corporation. 

Mr. Dos Santos joined the 
board in 2011 and has served in nu- 
merous roles, most recently as the 
Vice Chair. Tony brings years of 
leadership and commitment to the 
Board of Directors at Westmass. 
Tony assumes the duties of Chair, 
replacing Carol Campbell, as her 
term expires. Ms. Campbell’s term, 
as Chair, comes to a conclusion af- 
ter three challenging years. With the 
unexpected passing of the former 
President & CEO Eric Nelson in 
2019 and hiring a new President & 
CEO in October 2019, Carol’s man- 
agement and steadfast commitment 
to Westmass has ushered in 
a strong financial and op- 
erational base for success 
in the years to come. Ms. 
Campbell will assume 
the role of Immediate 
Past Chair and continue 
to serve on the Executive 
Committee. 

According to Mr. 
Dos Santos, Westmass 
Board Chair, ““Westmass 
has been developing proj- 
ects in Western MA for 
over 60 years. I am hon- 
ored to take on the role 
of Chairman of the Board 
for such a distinguished 
and recognized entity. 


Feluch 


haluchsmemorials.com 


Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Westmass continues to 
grow its portfolio of de- 
velopment opportunities 
in particular the Ludlow 
Mills Preservation and 
Redevelopment, an _ ex- 
citing project which is 
quickly approaching $100 
million in investment and 
represents significant eco- 
nomic development for 
the region.” 

Dos Santos added, “We are 
poised for growth in the years ahead 
and I am excited to do whatever I 
can and whatever our board can to 
ensure Westmass is still doing busi- 
ness in the next 60 years”. 

President & CEO Jeff Daley 
added, “The team at Westmass is 
grateful for Carol’s stewardship 
over her three-year term as Chair 
and we look forward to working 


MEMORIALS 





with Tony and the entire 
Board as Westmass con- 
tinues its long tradition of 
delivering quality real es- 
tate development projects 
in Western MA.” 

Dos Santos is _part- 
ner at the Springfield 
based law firm of Crear, 
Chadwell, Dos Santos & 
Devlin, P.C. specializing 
in Business, Commercial 
Real Estate and Commercial Lend- 
ing. 

About Westmass: Westmass 
has successfully developed large- 
scale complex projects in the region 
for over 60 years and is responsible 
for the redevelopment of the Lud- 
low Mills. Westmass is a founding 
affiliate of the EDC of Western 
Massachusetts (www.westmassde- 
velopment.com). 


Cemetery Memorials ¢ Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary ¢ Outdoor Display 


— RAY HALUCH INC. 
1014 Center St 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Statues 
Bronze Plaques 


Benches 


413-589-7564 Office 


Monuments 


Cemetery Signage 


413-589-7588 Fax 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning ** Markers “ Vases 
Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-531-5360 
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Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance M.G. 
L Chapter 40A § 11 the 
Monson Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing, Thursday July 23, 
2020 at 7:20 P.M., remote- 
ly, on the application of 
Ronald Griswold Jr. for a 
variance from the require- 
ments of Section 3.2, Table 
2, Dimensional & Density 
Regulations, of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws. The appli- 
cant seeks to install an 18’ 
x 20’ carport that will vio- 
late the required front and 
side setbacks. The proper- 
ty is located at 106 Fenton 
Road, Map 146 and Parcel 
007, and is zoned Rural 
Residential. 
Zoom Information: 
Login: https://zoom. 
us/j/98804028349 ?pwd=M- 
2JVSURQWVRNNmI1x- 
UlpBTFZEZmZnZz09 
Dial: 1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 988 0402 
8349 
Password: 950520 
David Beaudoin, 
Chairman 
7/09, 7/16/2020 


PALMER 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act 
of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and the Town of 
Palmer Wetlands Ordinance, 


Chapter 168, the Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
at 7:00 PM on the applica- 
tion of Fuss & O’Neill c/o 
BWC Dumplin Brook, LLC 
(Bluewave Solar) of 111 
Huntington Avenue, Suite 
650, Boston, MA 02199. 

The applicant submitted 
an Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation 
for review and confirma- 
tion of delineated Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands at L22 
Sykes Street and L28 Mt 
Dumpin Street, Palmer, MA 
01069 (Map 18 Lots 22 & 
28). No work is proposed as 
a component of this permit 
application. 

The project site is locat- 
ed at L22 Sykes Street and 
L28 Mt Dumpin Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, and is 
also known as: Map 18 Lots 
22 & 28. 

Public Participation will 
be via Virtual Means Only 
- Pursuant to Governor 
Baker’s March 12, 2020 
Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, 
$18, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order 
imposing strict limitation on 
the number of people that 
may gather in one place, 
this meeting of the Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
will be conducted via 
remote participation. The 
public may participate in 
this meeting via Remote 
Participation: A website for 
the meeting will be provided 
on the Conservation Agenda 
posted on the Town’s web- 


site at least 48 hours prior 
to the meeting. Copies of 
the Notice of Intent may be 
examined electronically by 
visiting this Website: https:// 
www.townofpalmer.com/ 

conservation 
Donald Blais, Jr 
Chair, Palmer Conservation 
Commission 

7/09/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD18P1075EA 
Estate of: 

Gordon H. Christiansen 
Also known as: 
Gordon Christiansen 
Date of Death: 04/23/2018 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
OF ESTATE 

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Karen King 
of Monson MA requesting 
that the court enter a for- 
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testa- 
cy and heirs at law and 
other such relief as may be 
requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 


ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
07/31/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 29, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
7/09/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0996EA 
Estate of: 
Doryann G. Garnett 
Date of Death: 04/11/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: John P. Garnett 
of Palmer, MA requesting 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 
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Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 
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Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as request- 
ed in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: John P. Garnett of 
Palmer, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in an unsupervised 
administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
07/31/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper- 
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri- 
bution of assets and expens- 
es of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 26, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 


7/09/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P1038EA 
Estate of: Irene C Green 
Date of Death: 04/29/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by David Green of 
Manchester, CT requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that David Green of 
Manchester, CT be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
08/05/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 


MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: July 01, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
7/09/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20C0059CA 
In the matter of: 
Alexia Nicole 
Murray-Whitman 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Alexia Nicole Murray- 
Whitman of Wales, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 
Maxwell Alexander Jacobi 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 07/23/2020. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 


WITNESS, Hon. 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


Barbara M Hyland, First 

Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 10, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

7/09/2020 


WALES CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 

The Wales Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing under W.P.A. 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, § 40) and 
Town of Wales Bylaws, 
on Thursday, July 23, 
2020 at 6:00 P.M. on the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability of Joseph 
Trolio, for the property 
located at 35 Shore Drive, 
Wales, MA (Assessors Map 
C2, Parcel 4). The subject of 
the hearing is: To install an 
8’x24’ deck abutting exist- 
ing patio & extending 8 ft 
towards the water. 

The meeting can be 
accessed via www.townof- 
wales.net and clicking on July 
2S, 

7/09/2020 
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the benetits ot local newspapers 


¢ Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own- 

ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength- 
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business : | 
owners looking to connect with their So | | i 
communities. 3 _ # 


ocal newspapers play vital roles 

in communities across the globe. 

The Information Age has changed 
the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities. 


While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers. 


e Local newspapers keep readers } 
up-to-date on their own commu- 
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in- 
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc- 
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what's going on in their own commu- 
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively. 
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e Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc- 
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu- 
nities and build stronger communi- 
ties as a result. 





than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa- 
pers in class. 


little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa- 
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri- 
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 

in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 


Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


e Local newspapers can benefit chil- 
dren. National newspapers may have 


12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal 


Journal Register e Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Sun 





Town Reminder e Ware River News e Wilbraham Times 


800.824.6548 ¢ www.newspapers.turiey.com 








Campus Notes 


July 9, 2020 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


PAGE 11 





Daniel Bailey of Palmer earns 
degree from Clark University 


WORCESTER — Daniel J. Bailey 
of Palmer received a degree from Clark 
University on Sunday, May 24. Bailey 
graduated with a Master of Business Ad- 
ministration. 

Clark conferred 465 _ bachelor’s 
degrees, 379 master’s degrees, and 39 
doctoral degrees during the Universi- 
ty’s 116th Commencement; the virtual 
ceremony featured musical performanc- 
es, video montages, and messages of 
congratulations, pride, and encourage- 
ment that were livestreamed on Clark’s 
website and on Facebook Live. (No 
on-campus public event was held this 
year in accordance with safety protocols 
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.) 
Clark administrators delivered speech- 
es live from five podiums set up on the 
Clark University campus, arranged to 
adhere to social distancing requirements; 
the ceremony also included two prere- 
corded student addresses. 

President David Angel requested a 
moment of silence and reflection for the 
more than 300,000 people worldwide 
who have lost their lives to COVID-19. 

In his remarks, President Angel told 
the graduates, “We dedicate this cere- 


mony to you, our graduating students. 
We do so with joy in our hearts, a sense 
of awe for all you have accomplished 
during your time at Clark, and a passion- 
ate belief in the lives of purpose, curios- 
ity, love, and continued growth that lie 
ahead for each and every one of you.” 
Angel emphasized that while Clark 
has long been fertile ground for individ- 
ual aspirations and achievements, it’s as 
a community that the University thrives. 
“{Clark is] a community of courageous 
thinkers and resilient doers, a communi- 
ty that seeks unabashedly to change the 
world for the better, and to be a place of 
purpose guided by values of equity, jus- 
tice, compassion, rigor, and excellence. 
Clark graduates throughout the decades 
have made a difference, and we are 
proud and excited to welcome you to this 
distinguished alumni community.” 
President Angel is retiring after a 
33-year career at Clark, 10 of those years 
as president. Angel said when time is 
right and it is safe to do so, he and his 
wife Jocelyne will return to campus to 
join them for a “celebration under the 
stars that all of you so richly deserve.” 





Springfield College 
recognizes 2020 graduates 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Col- 
lege recognizes its 2020 graduates. 

Julienne Torchia of Palmer has 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Health Science and Pre-Physical Thera- 
py from Springfield College for studies 
completed in 2020. 

Matthew Gazaille of Palmer has 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Health Science from Springfield College 
for studies completed in 2020. 

Jamie DeLand of Monson has 
earned a Doctor of Physical Therapy 
degree in Physical Therapy from Spring- 
field College for studies completed in 
2020. 

Hannah Colling of Monson has 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Sports Biology from Springfield College 
for studies completed in 2020. 


Jaclyn O’Keefe of Monson has 
earned a Master of Education degree 
in Student Affairs Administration from 
Springfield College for studies complet- 
ed in 2020. 

Springfield College saluted the 
Class of 2020 with an official Class of 
2020 web page that included a special 
message from Springfield College Pres- 
ident Mary-Beth Cooper. 

On the Class of 2020 page, individ- 
uals can submit a message to the Class of 
2020, Class of 2020 members can submit 
a short video highlighting their experi- 
ences at the college, viewers can take a 
look back at some events that welcomed 
the Class of 2020 to the campus, individ- 
uals can view recaps of the virtual senior 
week events, and viewers can find all the 
names of the Class of 2020 graduates. 





American International 
College awards degrees 


SPRINGFIELD — American International Col- 
lege (AIC) has awarded degrees to undergraduate 


More than 700 students named to the Spring Semester 
2020 President's List at Western New Engiand aniline 


SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University con- 
gratulates more than 700 stu- 
dents named to the Spring Se- 
mester 2020 President’s List. 

The following students are 
named to the President’s List for 
achieving a semester grade point 
average of 3.80 or higher. 

Joshua Bolte of Brimfield 
is pursuing a BSE in Electrical 
Engineering. 

Carly Phaneuf of Brim- 
field is pursuing a BA in English. 

Kevin Riel of Brimfield is 
pursuing a BS in Health Scienc- 
es. 

Nathan Bruneau of Mon- 
son is pursuing a BSE in Me- 
chanical Engineering. 

Amanda Gardell of Mon- 
son is pursuing a BSW in Social 
Work. 

Kyle Kacoyannakis of 
Monson is graduating with a 
BSE in Computer Engineering. 

Taylor Mitchell of Monson 


is pursuing a BA in Political Sci- 
ence. 

Gianna Plescia of Monson 
is pursuing a BS in Criminal 
Justice. 

Hannah Richard of Mon- 
son is pursuing a BSE in Bio- 
medical Engineering. 

Hannah Somers of Mon- 
son is pursuing a BA in Law & 
Society. 

Kassidy Walker of Monson 
is pursuing a BA in Psychology. 

Danielle Bessette of Palm- 
er 1s pursuing a Doctor of Occu- 
pational Therapy degree. 

Antonio Furtado of Palm- 
er is pursuing a BSBA in Ac- 
counting. 

Samar Ghrear of Palmer is 
graduating with a BS in Mathe- 
matical Sciences. 

Julianne Hess of Palmer is 
pursuing a BS in Actuarial Sci- 
ence. 

Brandon’ Lafrennie of 
Palmer is pursuing a BSBA in 


Accounting. 

Jason Malouin of Palmer 
is pursuing a BSE in Electrical 
Engineering. 

Olga Szymura of Palmer 
is pursuing a BBA in General 
Business. 

Sophia Weegrzynek of 
Palmer is pursuing a BS in 
Mathematical Sciences. 

Rhea Dinelle of Thorndike 





is majoring in Pre-Pharmacy. 

Alison Fortier of Wales, 
MA, is pursuing a BSE in Bio- 
medical Engineering. 

Joseph Gonzalez of Hol- 
land is pursuing a BSE in Elec- 
trical Engineering. 

Nathan Lachapelle of Hol- 
land is graduating with a BS in 
Computer Science. 








Brimfield cat shelter helps feed local cats and dogs 


Keeping pets and 
people together 


BRIMFIELD — 
COVID-19 isn’t just impact- 
ing our human _ neighbors; 
pets in our community are 
also feeling the impact. Over 
the next few months, some 
of us will face economic 
uncertainty and Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow (HTAT) 
is ready to help. 

HTAT is supplying cat 
and dog food to residents of 
Palmer and Ware. To qualify 
individuals must have ex- 
perienced a loss of income, 
COVID-19 illness, or par- 
ticipate in some kind of gov- 
ernment assistance program. 
To sign up e-mail PamPam @ 
heretodaysanctuary.org or 
call or text 413-324-8229 
by July 15. Pick up will be 
on July 18, 9-930 AM at 
Hryniewicz Park in Three 
Rivers and 10-10:30 AM 
at the parking lot of Ware 


Grange Hall in Ware. You 
must preregister by July 15. 

HTAT plans to continue 
to give out pet food to the 
community regularly and to 
expand this program to the 
other towns. This is part of 
their ongoing Pet Food Pan- 
try, which began in the wake 
of COVID-19. The shelter 
also provides dog and cat 
food to human food pant- 
ies in Palmer, Ware, Wales, 
Monson, and Sturbridge. 

“Many people have told 
me they make sure their pets 
have food before they do,” 
said Rachael Max, Execu- 
tive Director at Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow. “Our 
Pet Food Pantry helps keep 
pets and people together and 
keeps food on peoples’ ta- 
bles at the same time.” 

The Here Today Adopt- 
ed Tomorrow Pet Food Pan- 
try is thanks to funding from 
the Walmart Community 
Grant, The Schwartz Chari- 
table Foundation, donations 


from Petco, and individu- 
al donations. If you would 
like to donate, unopened 
wet or dry cat and dog food 
can be left on the porch of 
the shelter anytime at 180 
Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, 
MA. Other ways to donate 
include an Amazon wish list 
and PayPal located on the 
shelter website (www.here- | 
todaysanctuary.org) as well ees 
as food sent through services | 
such as Petco, Walmart, 
Chewy, etc directly to the 
shelter. 


































Managing Withdrawals Carefully 
Can Protect Retirement Income 

oughout much of your working life, you contribute to 

your 401(k), IRA and other investment accounts to help 

ensure a comfortable retirement. However, once you do 

retire, you'll need to shift your focus somewhat from building these 


































scholars representing seven foreign countries in addi- 

tion to twelve states and Washington, DC. The College 

congratulates all of these dedicated, newly minted 

graduates for their sincere commitment to completing 

their education during this unprecedented time. 
Kaitlyn Coelho of Palmer 


Austin Kirby of Monson investments to using them — in other words, you’ll have to start 
Nicole Kline of Monson withdrawing from your portfolio to meet the costs of living. How 
Megan McGuill of Monson can you be sure you're not taking out so much that you risk outliving 
Molly Serra of Monson your resources? 


First of all, you need to establish a proper withdrawal rate — 
the percentage of your portfolio’s value needed for one year’s 
worth of retirement expenses. Ideally, if you were to stick with this 
rate, your portfolio would last as long as you do. Your withdrawal 
rate should be based on a number of factors, including your age, 
amount of assets, portfolio mix and retirement lifestyle. A financial 
professional can help you determine the rate that’s right for you, but 
it's important to understand that this rate is a starting point since you 
will want to review your withdrawals each year to ensure they are 
still appropriate. 

If the financial markets performed smoothly and predictably, 
year in and year out, any adjustments you make would likely be 
more modest. But, as you know, and as we’ve all been reminded the 
last several months, the markets are neither smooth nor predictable. 
Rather than constantly trying to change your withdrawal rate and 
spending in response to movements in the markets — which may be 
challenging if you have grown accustomed to a certain standard of 
living — you might be better off adopting a more conservative rate 
at the beginning of your retirement. For example, if you are in your 
mid-60s, you could start at a withdrawal rate of about 4%, which 
also assumes an increase in withdrawals (a "raise") of approximately 
3% each year to incorporate inflation. By starting at a more modest 
withdrawal rate, you would have some flexibility for those years in 
which the market drops significantly. And you could increase your 
chances of extending the lifetime of your portfolio. 

But even if you started out with a conservative rate, you may 
need to review it during periods of extreme market movements. If, 
for instance, your portfolio were to fall 20% in one year, the 4% 
you had planned to withdraw would actually become 5% because 
you're taking out the amount you had planned, but now it's from a 
smaller pool of money. If this happens, should you consider making 
an adjustment? 

There’s no easy answer. The amount you withdraw from your 
portfolio has a major impact on how long your money lasts. You'll 
improve your likelihood of success if you are able to be flexible and 
make some spending adjustments — spending less on some of your 
discretionary items, for example, or not taking a "raise" until your 
portfolio recovers. Importantly, your financial advisor can help run 
different scenarios to determine if adjustments need to be made to 
ensure you remain on track 

In any case, think carefully about your withdrawal rate. By 
managing it carefully, and reviewing it over time, you can take 
greater control over your retirement income. 


Dominque Taylor of Palmer 





Baker-Polito Administration 
travel guidelines 


BOSTON — On June 30", the Baker-Polito 
Administration announced new COVID-19 public 
health guidelines on travel and transportation. 

Effective Wednesday, July 1, all travelers arriv- 
ing to Massachusetts, including residents returning 
home, are instructed to self-quarantine for 14-days. 
This guidance does not apply to travelers from 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Maine, New York or New Jersey. Additionally, 
workers designated by the federal government as es- 
sential critical infrastructure workers are also exempt 
from this directive. 

Travelers who are displaying symptoms of 
COVID-19 are instructed to not travel to Massachu- 
setts. 

All visitors and residents of Massachusetts are 
also reminded that the use of masks or face coverings 
in public places where individuals cannot socially 
distance from others remains required. 

These new guidelines replace previously an- 
nounced Massachusetts travel guidance. For national 
travel information, please visit www.travel.state. gov. 
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CHANTEL BLEAU 


ACCOUNTING 
SERVICES 


For Full Accounting, 
Bookkeeping & Tax Service 
Call For An Appointment 


Insurance Agency Inc 
Our Family Cares About Your Family. 
HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS— LIFE 


What credits and discounts do you qualify for? 
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote. 


Very Competitive Rates * Experienced Professional Staff 
99" Customer Satisfaction Rate * On-site Registry Processing 


Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates. 


143 West Street A5 North Main Street 
Ware, MA 01082 Belchertown, MA 01007 


228 WEST STREET 
saaeameaculcpainausanceei tere WARE, MA 01082 


ab IRS PURE ery 
ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


REMEMBER: 


When You Buy From A 


SMALL BUSINESS 
YOU'RE HELPING 


A Likkle girl get dance lessons, 
A Little boy get his team Jersey: 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you wont be helping 
a CEQ buy a 3rd vacation home... 


SHOP LOCAL! 





If You Aren't at 
Your Last Job... 
Why is Your 401(k)? 


At Edward Jones, we can 
explain options for your 
401(k), including leaving 

the money in your former 
employer's plan, moving it 
to your new employer's plan, 
rolling it over to an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) 

or cashing out the account 
subject to tax consequences. 
To learn more, call today. 




















This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 











Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor 


1448 Main St. 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875 


www.edwardjones.com Member SPIC 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor 


1448 Main St. 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875 


www.edwardjones.com Member SPIC 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
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Parade celebration 


send-off for retiring 
Athletic Director & Coach 


FARR | from page 1 


baseball coach for 33 years, when he 
first began working at the high school, 
including coaching one year for junior 
varsity, then varsity for the rest of his 
time in the position. 

He was also the assistant coach for 
the football team for nine years; he “got 
out of it for a bit,” then starting in the fall 
of 2013, served as the head coach for six 
years. He also taught as a physical edu- 
cation teacher. 

Whether it was serving as the ath- 
letic director or coaching, Farr said the 
most rewarding aspect of working in the 
athletic department at Palmer High was 
working with the student athletes. 

“T just tried to do things the right 
way, and make sure the kids had a pos- 
itive experience,” said Farr. “It’s one of 
the pillars of education, being part of 
athletics, and I enjoyed watching the 
kids develop into young adults. Many of 
them I might have had when they were 





The parade was 
led by the Palmer 
Fire Department 
and followed up by 
the Palmer Police 
Department. 


younger, and to see them in their senior 
year, just interacting with them and hay- 
ing a good rapport with them was always 
a positive thing to do.” 

Farr also had an opportunity to work 
with the new health/athletic director and 
football coach, Matthew Marciniec, who 
also worked as an assistant coach for the 
football and baseball teams. “I gave him 
some guidance when he started out,” said 
Farr. “There’s no manual for half of the 
stuff you have to deal with. He’s going 
to put his own twist on it, and I told him, 
I’m here for you if you need anything.” 

Farr also acknowledged Anthony 
Pasquarosa, who was hired as the new 
baseball coach this past spring, and said 
he’d do a fine job with that program due 
to his experience in serving as the junior 
varsity coach. 

Since Farr officially retired June 
30th, he said he’s looking forward to re- 
laxing and spending time with his fami- 
ly, including some family members who 
live in upstate New York. 
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Nick Marciano who was an organizer of the parade, led the auto parade with a banner 
congratulating Coach Farr. 


School Committee member Bonny Rathbone, presents Pete with balloons to congrat- 


ulate him. 








Coach Nick Marciano offers Pete his congratulations on 
retirement after the parade. 





On June 10, teachers, staff and students from Palmer High school joined together to 
honor Peter Farr for his 33 years of service at Palmer High School. 


Staff photos by Deanna Sloat 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1958 


Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Online classes available now! 
Celebrating International Yoga Day, June 21 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by 


YOGA 


EVERY 
BobDy 


Cutting and 
Styling 


Color & Cut $65 


in a quiet and private atmosphere 


1005 Central St., Palmer, MA 
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT 


413-636-5819 ait 


Town & Country Living Magazine “<= 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
FOR Take care of yourself. 


413 436 /374 
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 


WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 
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Shipping Can Be Arranged 
RENTALS AVAILABLE 
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Auto, Home, Business & Life janine’ 


RICHARD R. GREEN 

—— Insurance Agenqy, Inc.—_ 
Quotes Gladly Given! 

Notary On Staff 


128 Main Street, Monson, MA ¢ 413-267-3495 ' 
32 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 01036 ¢ 413-566-0028 
richardgreeninsurance.com 
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Former football players and students joined in the 
parade to help celebrate Coach Farr’s retirement. 
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